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STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


TRANSMITTED  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  JANUARY  15,  1S62. 


S? 


ALBANY: 

C.  VAN  BENTUUYSEN,  PRINTER. 
1862,      , 


bVV*}9 


Utah  of  |tcto  Jlorh 


No.  25. 


IN  ASSEMBLY, 

January  15,  18G2. 


COMMUNICATION 

FROM  THE  GOVERNOR,  TRANSMITTING  THE  ANNUAL 
REPORT  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK:  ^ 

Executive  Department,  \ 

Albany,  January  loth,  1862.  J 

To  the  Assembly  : 

I  transmit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Adjutant 

General  of  the  State. 

The    unusual    importance    of  the    subjects   embraced  in  this 

document,  and  the  clearness  with  which  they  are  presented,  will 

obtain  for  it  that  consideration  which  it  so  well  deserves. 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 


1755034 


R  E  P  0  R  T . 


GENERAL  HEAD  QUARTERS, 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK, 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Albany,  January  \±th,  1SC2. 

Ills  Excellency  E.  D.  Morgan,  g 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Military  Forces  of  the  State  ; 
Sir  : — Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  Congress 
"  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  the   United 
States,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT : 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history,-  it  has  become  neces- 
sary to  use  the  military  power  and  resources  of  the  gov- 
ernment, to  suppress  an  insurrection  designed  to  subvert 
the  Constitution  and  destroy  the  Union. 

A  movement  so  formidable  in  its  character  and  objects. 
could  not  be  resisted  with  the  ordinary  means  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Government,  and  it  at  once  proceeded  to 
organize  a  force  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
work. 

In  the  short  space  that  has  elapsed  since  the  fall  of 
Sumter,  this  has  been  accomplished.  An  army  of  six 
hundred  thousand  volunteers,  raised  and  equipped  since 
that  event,  are  now  in  service,  and  attest   the  vigor  of  t]  e 
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administration,  and  no  less  the  power  and  resources  of  the 
loyal  states. 

In  these  efforts  New  York  has  borne  a  part  worthy  of 
her  position,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, as  Commander-in-chief,  the  following  report  rela- 
ting to  the  organization  of  the  volunteer  forces  from  this 
State,  called  into  service,  and  to  the  condition  and  strengtli 
of  the  militia,  as  required  by  law. 

On  the  15th  of  April  last  the  President  of  the  United 
States  issued  his  proclamation,  calling  for  seventy-five 
thousand  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 
to  suppress  unlawful  combinations  and  to  cause  the  laws  to 
be  duly  executed. 

In  the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  same  date, 
this  force  was  apportioned  according  to  population,  the 
quota  of  New  York  being  fixed  at  seventeen  regiments,  or 
in  the  aggregate,  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty 
officers  and  men. 

On  the  ICth  of  April  the  Legislature  passed  the  act 
entitled  "  an  act  to  authorize  the  embodying  and  equip- 
ment of  a  volunteer  militia,  and  to  provide  for  the  public 
defence,"  and  on* the  same  day  the  Board  of  State  Officers, 
constituted  by  that  act,  of  which  your  Excellency  was  a 
member  and  the  presiding  officer,  held  its  first  meeHng. 

A  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  War  having  been  read, 
announcing  that  a  requisition  had  been  made  on  this  State, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  reception  of  the  official  notice: 

"Resolved,  That  seventeen  regiments  of  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  men  each  be  enrolled  and  mustered  into  the 
service  under  tiie  act  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the 
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embodying  and  equipment  of  a  volunteer  militia,  and  to 
provide  for  the  public  defence.' " 

Provision  was  also  made  for  the  transportation  to  Wash- 
ington of  such  portion  of  the  organized  militia  of  the  State 
as  your  Excellency  should  think  proper  to  send  forward. 

On  the  17th  the  formal  requisition  was  submitted  to  the 
Board,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Seventh  regiment  of  militia 
(National  Guards)  was  ordered  to  march,  and  on  the  10th 
left  for  Washington,  followed  on  the  21st  by  the  Sixth, 
Twelfth  and  Seventy-First,  The  Fifth,  Eighth,  Sixty- 
Ninth,  Thirteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty-Fifth  and  Twenty- 
Eighth  were  also  ordered  forward,  and  proceeded  to  Balti- 
more and  Washington  soon  afterwards. 

To  these  regiments,  together  with  those  sent  forward  at 
the  same  time  from  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania,  be- 
longs the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  to  march.  The 
great  benefit  which  they  rendered  to  the  country  at  this 
time,  in  the  tender  of  their  services,  can  hardly  be  esti- 
mated. The  city  of  Baltimore  was  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion; all  communication  with  the  Capital  had  been  cut  off. 
and  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  Maryland  and  Virginia 
was  such  as  to  justify  the.  apprehension  that  it  would  be  at 
once  occupied  by  a  rebel  force.  The  foresight  which  led 
your  Excellency  to  anticipate  the  danger,  and  the  prompt- 
ness and  alacrity  with  which  your  commands  were  obeyed, 
saved  the  country  from  a  terrible  disaster.  Conduct  so 
honorable  to  our  citizen  soldiery  should  Jiave  some  appro- 
priate recognition,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  these 
regiments  be  allowed  to  place  on  their  regimental  colors, 
the  simple  but  significant  inscription, 

"  Washington,  April,  1861." 
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The  following  is  a  1  is t  of  the  militia  regiments  which 
served  for  three  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time 
they  returned,  and  were  discharged: 


No.!  Name  of  colonel. 

I 

C.  Schwarzwalder. 

Jos.  C.  Pinckney.  . 
Marshall  Lefferts.. 
S  |  Geo.  Lyons 

12  Daniel  Butterfield. 

13  |  Abel  Smith 

20  |  Geo.  W.  Pratt 

25  j  Michael  K.  Bryan.. 
28  |  Michael  Bennett .. 
69  Michael  Corcoran  _ 
71     A.  S.  Yosburgh 

Total 


Date  of  departure. 


now  armed. 


Strength. 


1861,  April  27  J  Muskets,  1842.  600 

do     21 J ...  550 

do     19. '  1,050 

do     23.    Muskets,  1842.  '900 
do         do 
do         do 


do  21 

do  23 

May  7 

April  23.1  Muskets,  1842. 

do  30.!         do         do 

do  29.  |         do         do 

do  21.i         do         do 


900 
486 
785 
500 
5G3 
1,050 
950 


7,334 


The  plan  of  organization  for  the  first  quota  of  seventeen 
regiments  of  volunteers  from  this  State,  was  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  April  lGth,  promulgated  by  general  orders 
No.  13  from  this  department,  on  the  18th  of  the  same 
month.  To  meet  a  constitutional  requirement,  the  elective 
principle  was  recognized  in  the  choice  of  officers,  and  the 
force  was  to  be  mustered  into  the  State  service  for  two 
years,  subject  at  any  time  to  be  turned  over  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  enlistments  under  general  orders  No.  13  proceeded 
with  great  rapidity.  On  the  22d  of  April  (only  a  week 
subsequent  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President)  a  report 
from  this  department  showed  that  eighty-two  companies 
had  been  accepted;  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  State  Board  on 
that  day,  a  resolution  was  offered  by  your  Excellency,  and 
adopted,  "  to  organize  the  balance  of  the  force,  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  April  10th." 
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Under  this  resolution,  and  the  proclamation  subsequently 
issued,  the  remainder  of  the  force  authorized  by  the  act  of 
April  16th,  and  not  called  for  by  general  orders  No.  13, 
was  ordered  to  be  enrolled  and   organized  as  provided  in 

general  orders  No.  IT,  promulgated  on  the  25th.  These 
increased  the  force  to  an  aggregate  of  thirty-eight  regi- 
ments, irrespective  of  the  militia  regiments  then  in  service. 
The  War  Department  having  expressed  some  reluctance  to 
receive  the  additional  regiments,  a  member  of  the  board 
proceeded  to  Washington  and  succeeded,  with  some  diffi- 
culty, in  obtaining  their  acceptance.  The  first  of  these 
regiments  left  the  State  on  the  29th  of  xYpril,  the  last  on 
the  12th  of  July.  In  addition  to  these,  the  39th,  40th, 
41st  and  42d  regiments,  organized  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Union  defence  committee  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
the  2d,  0th,  14th  and  79th  militia,  which  volunteered  for 
the  war,  and  are  now  known  as  the  79th,  82d,  Sod  and  84th 
New  York  volunteers,  were  sent  forward  in  July.  Thus 
in  less  than  three  months  fortv-six  regiments,  containing 
in  the  aggregate  thirty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  men  were  enrolled,  organized,  equipped,  and 
turned  over  to  the  government. 

To  prepare  this  large  force  to  take  the  field  was  no  ordi- 
nary task,  and  the  promptness  with  which  it  was  executed 
reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  State  authorities,  and  on 
the  officers  composing  the  staff  of  your  Excellency  as  Com- 
mander-in-chief. The  duties  appertaining  to  these  posi- 
tions on  a  peace  establishment  had  never  been  such  as  to 
require  either  continuous  application  or  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with   the  details  of  military  affairs.     There 
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was,  therefore,  at  the  outset,  a  want  of  that  practical 
knowledge  which  is  acquired  only  from  a  wide  experince, 
and  without  which  complete  success  in  any  undertaking- is 
rendered  uncertain.  That  the  difliculties  arising  from  this 
cause  should  have  been  overcome,  and  thirty-thousand  of 
our  citizens  placed  in  the  field  in  so  short  a  time,  is  evi- 
dence of  the  zeal  and  ability  which  was  displayed  in  all 
the  departments  connected  with  the  military  service. 

Another  and  a  greater  difficulty  grew  out  of  the  scarcity 
of  improved  arms,  equipments  of  every  kind,  and  clothing 
All  these  had  to  be  supplied  before  our  volunteers  could 
take  the  field  with  any  prospect  of  rendering  effective 
service.  In  regard  to  arms,  those  obtained  from  govern- 
ment and  those  belonging  to  the  State,  though  in  the  main 
of  inferior  quality,  were  at  first  the  only  sources  of  supply. 
Subsequently,  arms  of  an  improved  pattern,  received  from 
Europe  on  contracts  authorized  by  the  State  Board,  were 
issued  to  a  few  of  the  regiments.  Uniforms,  other  neces- 
sary clothing,  and  the  accoutrements  to  make  up  the 
complete  equipment  of  the  soldier,  were  supplied  on  con- 
tracts entered  into  and  executed  in  the  short  period  within 
which  the  first  levy  was  completed. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  regiments  sent  forward  up 
to  the  30th  day  of  July,  in  addition  to  the  eleven  regiments 
of  militia  previously  mentioned  : 
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No. 


1 
2  i 

.1  I 
4  , 
5 
6  ' 

7 
8 

»  . 

"  , 

12 

13  | 

14  , 

15  I 

16 

17.  i 

is  ; 

19 
2.) 
21 
22 
23 
2+ 
25 
2(3 
27 
29 
20 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
7? 
82 
83 
£4 


Name  of  colonel. 


Date  of  de- 
parture. 


How  armed. 


1S61. 

Wm.  II.  Allen :  

J„s.  B.  C.irr i  May  10 

Fred'k  Townsend June  3 

A.  W.  Taylor ,  

Ab'm  T>urvee 

Win.  Wilson ;  June  12 

John  E.  Bendix i  

Louis  Blenker j  June  3 

Rush.  C.  Hawkins i       do  5 

W.  W.  McChesney '<      do  5 

E.  E.  Ellsworth •  May  1 

Ezra  L.  Wairath !       do  20 

I.  F.  Quinby !      do  29 

James  McQuade |  June  17 

J.  McL.  Murphy |      do  20 

Thos.  A.  Davies    I      do  25 

H.  S.  Lansing ;       do  21 

Wm.  A.  Jackson j      do  18 

John  S.Clark I      do  7 

Max  Weber \       do  10 

W m .  F .  Rogers I      do  IS 

Walter  Phelps,  Jr J       do  28 

II.  C.  Hoffman |  July  5 

Timothy  Sullivan !       do  2 

James  E.  Kerrigan |      do  3 

Wm.  H.  Christian j  June  20 

H.  \V.  Slocum i  July  9 

D.  Donnelly i  June  24 

A.  Von  Steinwehr |      do  24 

Edward  Frisby '      do  27 

C.  E.  Prart ]       do  24 

K.  Matheson j      do  28 

R.  F.  Taylor |  July  S 

Wm.  Ladue j      do  2 

Wm.  C.  Brown !       do  10 

C.  II.  Innes \       do  12 

J.  II.  McCunn June  22 

J.  H.  II.  Ward '       do  23 

F.  D'Utiissy i      do  27 

E.  J.  Riley [  July  4 

L.  Von  GiLsa i  June  2t> 

Milton  Cogswell |      do  30 

I.J.Stevens ■,       do  4 

G.  W.  B.  Tompkins |  Mav  .. 

John  W.  Stiles May  27 

Alfred  M.  Wood 

Total '  


Muskets,  1842, 

do  do    . 

Enfield  rifles  . . 

Muskets,  1842. 


do 

do 
do 
do 
do 

do 


do 
1840. 

1842. 
do  . 
do  . 
do    . 


Muskets,  1842 


do 

1840 

do 

1842 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Enfield  r 

fles  . 

Muskets, 

1810 

do 

1S42 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Remington  rifl 

Muskets, 

1S42 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Harper's  Ferry  riBos- , 

Muskets,  1842 

Two  comp's  rides,  rest  muskets. 


•42. , 


Muskets,  1840,  IS 4*: 


Strength 


B46 

79  L 
780 
780 

S42 

780 
783 

8o4 
786 

7'3 
1,078 

778 
780 

780 
777 
776 
803 
781 
739 
SCO 
777 
780 
784 
7S0 
777 
772 
861 
7S2 
77? 
7-2 
774 
765 
895 
7r3 
688 
7?0 
803 
772 
• 
1  .  ■  .'• 
1,041 
1,1  18 
791 
1 .  1 1 

659 

37-':cS 


The  power  of  the  State  officers,  under  the  act  of  April 
16th,  to  raise  and  organize  troops,  ceased  with  the  depart- 
ure of  the  last  of  the  thirty-eight  regiments  for  the  field. 
Sinee  that  period,  the  requisitions  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, made  either  directly  on  your  Excellency,  or  in  the 
form  of  authorizations  to  individuals  to  raise  regiments  or 
companies,  have  furnished  the  only  authority.     These  inde- 
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pendent  organizations  were  afterwards  turned  over  to  your 
Excellency  by  general  order  No.  71  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  be  organized  and  prepared  for  service  in  the  man- 
lier judged  most  advantageous  for  the  interest  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  In  this  way,  all  organizations  in  the 
State  were  finally  brought  under  the  provisions  of  orders 
issued  from  this  department,  so  far  as  these  were  not  in 
conflict  with  Government  orders. 

The  commencement  of  the  organization  of  the  large  force 
which  has  been  placed  in  service  from  this  State,  since  the 
departure   of  the   thirty-eight   regiments,  dates  from  the 
combat  at  Bull  Hun,  on  the  21st  July.     The  result  of  that 
unfortunate  affair  at  once  convinced  the  Government  of  the 
necessity  of  a  large  increase  of  our  army ;  and  the  act  of 
Congress,  approved  July  2 2d,  authorizing  the  President  to 
accept  the  services  of  five  hundred  thousand  volunteers, 
invested  him  with  the  most  ample  powers  for  that  object. 
From  the  22d  of  July  to  the  30th  of  August,  authoriza- 
tions were  granted  to  individuals  to  raise  more  than  sev- 
enty-five regiments,  including  infantry,  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery ;  and,  without  reference  to  these,  authority  was  granted 
to  your  Excellency,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  50th 
of  July,  to  raise  twenty-five  additional  regiments,  which 
was  subsequently  increased  to  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  men.     As  lias  been  before  stated, 
however,   all    the   independent  organizations   were    placed 
under  the  control  of  your  Excellency,  and  they  will  there- 
fore be  treated  as  a  portion  of  the  regular  leyy. 

The   enlistments  under   the  permission   granted  on   the 
30th  day  of  July  were  at  first  extremely  slow.     On  the 
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30th  of  August,  a  month  after  the  promulgation  of  general 

orders  78,  there  was  not,  at  either  of  the  principal  depots, 
the  material  for  a  single  regiment.  This  came  from  no 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  to  volunteer  at  the 
call  of  the  Government,  but  from  causes  which,  it  was  evi- 
dent, could  be  removed.  Perhaps  the  most  potent  of  these 
was  the  desire  to  organize  complete  regiments  in  counties  and 
districts — an  arrangement  likely  to  fail,  should  the  recruits 
go  by  companies  or  squads, to  a  principal  depot,  to  be  there 
assigned  arbitrarily  to  regiments,  as  the  good  of  the  servi  e 
might  seem  to  require.  Then  a  large  proportion  of  the  volun- 
teers comprising  the  regiments  organized  under  general  or- 
ders No.  7S,  having  families  dependent  on  them,  they  were  de- 
sirous of  remaining  near  them  as  long  as  possible,  to  arrange 
and  provide  for  their  support.  To  meet  this  and  other 
objections  against  the  plan  of  organization,  your  Excellency 
decided  to  authorize  regimental  camps  in  localities  where 
there  appeared  to  be  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success.  In 
this  way  the  plan  was  rendered  more  acceptable  in  the 
interior  of  the  State;  and  the  active  aid  and  efforts  of  pro- 
minent individuals  and  of  the  local  authorities  were  enlisted 
to  fill  up  the  regiments  in  their  respect ive  counties  and 
districts.  Nor  did  this  measure,  on  the  whole,  involve  any 
additional  expense — the  price  for  subsistence  being  the 
same  as  that  paid  at  the  regular  depots.  At  first,  tents 
were  used.  Subsequently,  permission  was  given  to  occupy 
the  Government  forts  and  barracks,  and  in  other  cases  quar- 
ters were  furnished  without  charge.  In  only  a  few  instan- 
ces have  the  Government  officers  been  called  on  to  pay  for 
the  erection  of  quarters. 
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By  thus  modifying  the  plan  of  organization  .so  as  to  meet 
the  views  and  feelings  of  our  rural  population,  enlistments 
were  greatly  stimulated;  and  during  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember, Oetoher  and  November,  no  less  than  thirty-five 
regiments  of  infantry,  three  regiments  of  artillery  and  ^x<m 
of  cavalry,  including  such  of  the  independent  organizations 
as  had  been  completed,  were  sent  into  the  field. 

In  addition  to  the  regiments  which  have  been  raised  in 
this  State  under  the  several  requisitions  from  Government, 
a  large  number  of  recruits  have  been  drawn  from  our  popu- 
lation for  regiments  in  service.  Of  the  number  of  these 
this  Department  has  no  positive  knowledge,  because  officers 
recruiting  have  proceeded  directly  on  orders  issued  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  army,  and  have  not  reported  here. 

In  addition  to  volunteers  furnished  for  the  recruiting 
service,  a  number  of  company  organizations  have,  at  differ- 
ent periods,  proceeded  to  Washington  without  orders  and 
without  filing  with  this  Department  their  muster-rolls,  or 
any  other  evidence  which  would  show  their  strength. 

In  the  progress  of  the  levy  made  under  the  first  call  of 
the  Government,  the  State  authorities  derived  essential  aid 
from  the  efforts  of  the  Union  Defence  Committee  of  the 
city  of  New  York. 

Created  and  called  into  active  exertion  at  the  great  meet- 
ing of  the  20th  of  April,  its  action  at  once  inspired  the 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  greatly  expedited  the 
organization  of  the  large  force  which  was  contributed  by 
our  commercial  capital. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  regiments  sent  into  service 
from  July  30th,  1861,  to  January  1st,  1862: 
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No.  I     Name  of  Colonel. 


43 
44 

45 

4-5 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
6-4 
65 
66 
67 
63 
69 
70 
71 
"2 
73 
74 
75 
77 
80 
85 
86 
87 
63 
8!) 
90 
91 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7  I 

8  : 
9 

10 
1st  1 


Francis  L.  Vinton  . 

S.  W.  Stryker 

<;.  v<  n  Amsberg. .  .1 

Rudolph   Rosa 

Henry  Moote j 

J  as.  H.  Perry 

I).  D.  indwell ; 

Chas.  B.  Stuart... 
Edward  Ferrero 

Paul  Frank I 

L.  J.  D'Epineuil.  .1 

E.  A.  Kozlay ' 

R.  De  Trobriand. .. 

C.  H.  Van  Wyck.. 
Samuel  K.  Zook.  .  .1 
W.  Kryzanowski  .  .1 

Vim.  L.Tidball 

W.  B.  Hay  ward...! 
Spencer  W.  Cone. .[ 
J.  Lafiette  Kiker. .! 

R.  C.  Enright i 

Thos.  J.  Parker...' 
Juhn  Cochrane  . ... 
Jog.  C.  Pinckney.. 
Julius  W.  A'lam3. .( 
Hubert  J.  Betge... 
Robert  Nugent. ... 
Daniel  E.  Sickles.. 
George  B.  Hall....] 

Nelson  Taylor 

W.  R.  Brewster... 
C.  K.  Graham  .... 
John  A.  Dodge.. . . 
James  B.  Mckean,  j 
George  W.  Fratt. .. 

U.  L.  Davis i 

B.  P.   Bailev 

Stephen  A.  Bodge. 
Henry  M.  Baker  ..: 
II .  S. "Faii-child....! 

Jos.  S.  Morgan I 

Jacob  Van  Zandt.  .1 


Total 


Date  of  de- 
parture. 


1861. 

Sept.     19 

Oct.     21 
do       9 

Sept.    16 
do       16 


How  armed. 


do 

do 

do 
Nov. 

do 

do 

do 
Sept. 
Nov. 

do 

do  ' 

do 

do 

do 


Dec. 
do 

do 
do 
do 


Nov.  29 

Dec.  10 

Oct.  10 

Nov.  16 

Oct.  . . 

Aug.  .. 

Nov.  18 

Aug.  .. 

do  .. 

do  . . 

Sept.  .. 

do  .. 

Nov.  30 

do 
Oct. 
Dec. 
Nov. 


A.  T.  McReynolds.i  Sept. 

A.J.   Morrison....'  Nov, 

J.  H.  Van  Alen  ...!  Aug. 

C.  F.  Dickell ;  Sept. 

O.  Deforest Nov. 

T.  C.  Devin Deo. 

J.  M.  Davies Sept. 

Samuel  J.  Crooks..  Nov. 

John  Beardeley.. . .  N  ov. 

J"hn  C.   Lemon....  Deo. 

attalion  N.  Y.  Mounted  Rifles. 


23 


17 
21 
21 
LO 
11 
16 
10 

1 

7 
12 

7  i 
30    | 

4  > 
10     I 


27 
24 

3    I 
23 

2     i 

lt    I 
16 

20    ; 


Muskets,  1842 

Springfield  rifle 

Remington 

2  companies  rifles,  rest  muskets,  1840  .. 
Muskets,  1835 


Enfield  rifles 

Muskets,  1842 ! 

Muskets,  1822 ' 

Muskets,  1842 | 

2  companies  rifles,  rest  muskets,  1^-42  .. 

2  companies  rifles,  rest  muskets,  1812. . .! 
2  cornp  ir.ics  rifles,  rest  muskets,  la  12 

Enfield  rifles 

Enfield  rifles 

Enfield  rifles 

2  companies  rifles,  rest  muskets,  1342  .. 

Enfield  rifle3 | 

Enfield  rifles 


Enfield  rifles  and  muskets,  1S42 , 

2  companies  rifles,  rest  muskets,  1840  . 
French  rifled  muskets 


Springfield  rifles  . . ... 

2  companies  E.  rifles,  rest  muskets,  IS 4 

Armed  by  United  States 

Armed  by  United  States 

Armed  by  United  States 

French  rides 

Armed  bv  United  States 

Muskets,"  1S42 

Enfield  rifles 

2  companies  rifles,  rest  muskets,  1842  ..j 

EnGeld  rifles  and  foreign  muskets 

Smooth  bore  muskets 

French  rifle  1  muskets 

Austrian  rifles 

Prussian  muskets 

Enfield  rifles 

Enfield  rifles 


Strength 


834 
977 

-  7 

:  ) 
-- j 
S26 
873 
I 
74  4 
945 
860 
470 
1,143 
840 
822 
8-57 
932 
831 
988 
817 
B30 
S57 
775 
•344 
732 
733 

•:4i 
•8 14 

985 
856 
•>U 
354 
806 
837 
992 
944 
789 
731 
873 

-  I 
914 


CAVALRY. 

I     Sahrrs,  pistols,  and  9  carbines  to  each  co. 
Sabres  and  pistols 


1.2-3 
771 
786 
673 

1,027 
663 

530 

764 


Maj.  Dodge,  2  companies,  sabres  and  carbir.es. 


8,742 


Engineer  Regiment,  E.  V»".  Serrell,  rifles  an. I  Lnu.-km3,  1 S4  2 . 


S35 


•  Estimated. 
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No. 


Name  of  Colonel.     .  Date  of  de- 
parture. 


G.  D.  Bailey. 

Jeremiah  Pall 


1851. 

Oct.     29 
Nov.      7 


IIow  armed. 


Strength 


Parrot  rifled  eunfl 


BATTALIONS  OF  ARTILLERY 

I    Lt.  Col.  A.  Brickel]    Oct.     20    i     

I    Maj.  T.  0'Neil....|    Dec.    16    \     


Cart.  T.J.  Kennedy 
L.  Schirmer  • 
T.  P.  Matt  .. 
J.  E.  Smith.., 
E.  D.Tufc,.. 

Bunting I 

Regan  

B.  Fitch  .... 
Morozowiu  . . 


BATTERIES  OF  ARTILLERY. 
Dec.      3    ; 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Nov. 
Nov. 


Rocket  Battallion,  Maj.  T.  W.  Lion,  Dec. 


1861, 


1,268 
1,205 


833 

33  3 


1.54 
138 
117 
119 
108 
11') 
125 
160 
101 
163 


4,434 


The  complete  and  incomplete  organizations  which  have 
not  yet  left  the  State,  numbered  in  the  aggregate,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  fourteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  men.  These  are  quartered  at  the  principal  depots, 
and  at  the  different  regimental  camps.  The  following  list 
shows  their  strength,  by  companies  and  regiments: 


No. 

Name  of  colonel. 

Depot. 

Arm  of  service.    Strength 

76 
81 
92 
A3 

N.  W.  Green 

Edwin  Rose 

Jonah  Sanford 

J.  S.  Crocker 

Albanv 

Oswego 

Potsdam 

Albany  

Sacketta  Harbor 

Infantry 797 

do         793 

do         859 

do         700 

'J  4 

H.  K.  Viele 

do         672 

95 

O.  U.  Biddle 

d)        740 

96 

Pittsburgh 

do         673 

97 

Charles  W he-look 

Commandant . 

J.  B.  Brown 

S.  C  F.  Thorndike 

II.  A.  Weeks 

J.  Rorbach 

Syracuse   

Malone 

\,  w  York 

do        667 

do          611 

.1)          

do           4-1 

W.  Dutton 

do        

do             420 

Ch  rry  Valley 

Buffalo,  twu  regime  ate 

Hanc<  ck 

New  York 

,10         

Q,  A.  P  irngg? 

E.  Fardella 

T.  D.  Doubleday 

do         1,043 

do        :■!'-> 

Artillery 1   9 

T.  B.  Van  Buren 

Infantry 4>  7 

Egloffstein 

C.  Schneider 

,           do         

do         

do         42S 
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Namo  of  colonel. 


Depot. 


78 


J.  M.  Fuller 

0.  B.  Pierce 

R.  H.  Shannon 

J.  J.  Vi.le 

J.  Williams ' 

Confort  

S.  M.  Elliott 

Four  companies 

M.  W.  Locke B 

E.  S.  Jenney Sj 

Unattached  companies 


Arm  of  service.    Sti      ■  .:•< 


Le  Toy Curalry 


Home  

New  York. . 

Troy 

1         ■  -tcr. ., 
New  York. . 
do 

Albany  

bam  ton 


do 

do 
do 

do 
do 

do 

Artillery. 
do 
do 


Total. 


286 

•j-  ; 

163 
150 
].0,9 
131 
279 
101 
14 
145 


1 1,2-3 


The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  foregoing  tables, 
and  shows  the  aggregate  number  of  volunteers  furnished 
by  this  State  up  to  January  1st,  18G2,  including  the  three 
months  regiments,  those  enlisted  for  two  and  three  years, 
and  the  incomplete  organizations  which  have  not  yet  left 
the  State : 


Arm  of  icrTiee. 


5t:cr-:h. 


ries.  !    ion3.    ments. 

Militia  regiments  enlisted  for  3  months, 
Volunteer  reg'ts  organized  (infantry)  _  _ 

do           do           do        (cavalry)   .. 

do       battalions  do        (cavalry)  ._ 

do       regiments  do        (artillery),  _ 

do       battalions  do        (artillery).. 

do       batteries    do         (artillery).. 

do      regiment    do        (engineers). 

do       roeket  battalion 

.........     11 

88 

10 

1       1   ' 

—  -  ™  2       ' 

9  ! 

1 

1    

7,334 
73,713 

8.405 
337 

2,413 
GGG 

1,132 
855 
103 

do       incomplete  organizations  still 
iii  the  State 

1 

14,283 

Recruits  for  regiments  in  the  field  esti- 
mated at 

I 

! 

11.000 

Total  _._ 

»|      4    112 

120,316 

To  organize  a  force  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
called  into  service  on  a  sudden  emergency,  under  a  peculiar 
form    of  government,    and  from    a   communitv   but    little 

[A.  25. S.  30.]  2 
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skilled  in  the  science  of  war,  has  been  a  work  involving 
much  labor  and  responsibility.  Nor  is  it  st  ran  ire  that  em- 
barrassing questions  should  have  arisen,  or  that  the  func- 
tions of  the  State  and  General  Government  should  have 
sometimes  appeared  in  conflict. 

But  with  the  growth  of  a  wider  experience  should  come 
a  clearer  perception  of  what  is  required,  to  turn  our 
resources  in  the  proper  direction,  and  to  use  them  with 
the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  the  Government,  and  with 
the  least  expenditure  of  life  and  treasure. 

New  York  stands  prepared  in  the  future  as  in  the  past, 
to  support  the  Government  to  the  full  extent  of  her  resour- 
ces. But  if  her  efforts  are  to  be  rendered  effective  in  the 
greatest  possible  degree,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the 
details  of  the  service  be  governed  by  such  rules  as  are  best 
adapted  to  encourage  and  promote  enlistments  for  an  army 
composed  almost  exclusively  of  volunteers.  There  is  a 
wide  difference  between  such  a  force  and  one  organized  on 
a  system  of  compulsory  service.  In  the  one  case  the  plan 
of  organization  must  be  such  as  to  inspire  the  confidence, 
and  meet  the  objections  of  intelligent  and  reflecting  men. 
In  the  other,  it  may  be  arbitrary  in  proportion  to  the 
means  at  hand  to  enforce  compliance  and  obedience.  In 
the  first  it  must  be  a  contract  to  which  both  parties  give 
their  assent.  In  the  last  it  may  be  an  exercise  of  power, 
which,  however  distasteful,  there  is  no  means  of  resisting. 
At  the  otitset,  the  plan  of  voluntary  enlistment  was  adop- 
ted, and  on  the  assumption  that  it  i<  to  be  continued  dur- 
ing the  war,  I  respectfully  submit  for  consideration  the 
following  suggestions  relating  to  future  levies  from  this 
State. 
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In  the  organization  of  the  regiments  raised  under  the 
requisition  of  July  30th,  the  officers  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments connected  with  the  military  service  of  the  State, 
have  acted  simply  as  agents  of  the  General  Government. 
The  authority  derived  from  the  act  of  April  16th,  having 
ceased  with  the  completion  of  the  thirty-eight  regiments, 
it  became  necessary  to  proceed  on  orders  from  the  War 
Department,  and  on  the  general  powers  granted  to  your 
Excellency,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  our  quota  of  the 
force  required.  The  frequent  changes  and  modifications 
which  these  orders  have  undergone  to  meet  difficulties  as 
they  have  arisen,  have  in  many  instances  brought  orders 
issued  from  this  Department  in  conflict  with  them,  and 
rendered  it  a  perplexing  question  to  know  how  to  act.  In 
the  progress  of  the  war  difficulties  of  this  nature  should  be 
avoided  by  a  more  clear  understanding  and  determination 
of  the  functions  of  the  State  and  General  Government.  Act- 
ing for  one  common  purpose,  and  mutually  dependent  on 
each  other,  there  should  be  no  clashing  of  authority,  and 
no  attempt  on  either  side  to  go  beyond  the  appropriate 
sphere  of  its  action. 

Under  section  eight  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  has 
power  "to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  disciplining 
the  militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to 
the  States  respectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers, and 
the  authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  disci- 
pline prescribed  by  Congress;"  also  "to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrection  and  repel  invasion/' 
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That  it  docs  not  require  a  loose -construction  of  these 
provisions  to  make  them  apply  to  a  force  of  volunteers,  is 
evident,  since  such  a  force  must  of  necessity  be  drawn  from 
the  organized  or  unorganized  militia  of  the  country.  The 
act  of  Congress  for  calliug  out  five  hundred  thousand  vol- 
unteers, approved  July  22d,  1861,  is  in  accordance  with 
this  view,  and  invests  the  States  with  important  duties. 

To  the  Government  clearly  belongs  the  right  of  determ- 
ining the  number  of  volunteers  to  be  organized,  the  plan  of 
their  organization,  the  discipline  and  drill  to  which  they 
are  to  be  subjected,  and  all  matters  connected  with  their 
subsistence,  clothing  and  equipment.  Beyond  constitu- 
tional provisions,  this  is  necessary  to  insure  uniformity 
when  troops  are  massed  in  large  bodies  and  acting  under  a 
single  commander.  But  the  duty  of  organizing  such  forces 
as  may  be  called  for  by  requisition  on  the  Governors,  of 
drilling  and  disciplining  them  according  to  the  prescribed 
rules,  of  appointing  their  officers,  and  of  turning  them  over 
to  the  Government  service  for  the  specified  period,  properly 
rests  with  the  authorities  of  the  several  States. 

A  more  strict  and  uniform  recognition  of  these  functions, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  would  prevent  much  per- 
plexity and  promote  the  public  service.  This,  however, 
has  not  in  all  cases  been  done;  and  the  numerous  accept- 
ances Granted  to  individuals  in  this  State  after  the  affair  at 
Bull  Run,  greatly  embarrassed  the  action  of  the  authorities, 
transferred  the  appointment  of  officers  to  a  power  outside 
the  State,  and  created  numerous  regimental  organizations 
over  which  no  control  whatever  could  be  exercised  by  it 
The  consequence  was  that   no  reports  were  made  to  this 
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Department  of  their  progress,  nor  were  they  in  any  sense 
Bubject  to  the  rules  governing  the  regular  levy.  In  the 
list  of  acceptances  were  the  names  of  officers  claiming  to 

have  served  in  foreign  countries,  and  whilst  it  undoubtedly 
embraced  men  of  real  merit,  there  were  others  whose  chums 
could  be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  those  of  adventurers. 
Recruiting  parties  for  these  organizations  penetrated  every 
part  of  the  State,  interfered  with  the  enlistments  for  the 
regiments  organizing  under  the  regular  levy,  and  seriously 
retarded  its  completion.  In  several  instances  their  actual 
strength,  as  shown  by  inspection,  was  much  less  than  the 
footings  of  their  muster  rolls — men  having  been  transferred 
from  one  company  to  another  in  order  to  swell  its  numbers. 
In  short  the  abuses  connected  with  the  system,  and  the 
embarrassment  under  which  it  placed  the  authorities  of  the 
State,  led  to  representations  at  Washington,  that  induced 
the  T\"ar  Department  to  abandon  it,  which  was  done  by 
general  orders  71. 

In  future  it  should  be  insisted  upon,  that  for  all  levies  of 
volunteers  from  this  State,  formal  requisition  be  made  on 
the  Governor.  If  this  rule  be  not  observed,  it  will,  in  the 
progress  of  the  war,  tend  to  create  a  suspicion  and  jealousy 
of  the  Federal  power.  Such  a  result  should  be  carefully 
guarded  against,  for  it  would  impair  and  perhaps  destroy 
that  feeling  of  mutual  confidence,  which  has  enabled  the 
Government  to  draw  from  the  loyal  States  an  army  of  more 
than  six  hundred  thousand  volunteers. 

A  plan  which  has  proved  so  successful  should  not  be 
changed  on  light  grounds;  and  a  disposition  to  ignore  the 
State  authorities,  of  which  there  have  been  some  indica- 
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tions  in  recent  orders,  should  be  met  by  a  respectful  pro- 
test, and,  if  necessary,  by  positive  legislation. 

The  rule  that  requisition  be  made  directly  on  the  Gover- 
nors of  States,  for  such  quota  of  volunteers  as  may  be  from 
time  to  time  required,  is  no  less  properly  applicable  to  the 
recruiting  service.  It  will  require  a  large  yearly  addition 
to  the  regiments  now  in  service,  to  keep  up  their  present 
strength,  and  much  more  to  increase  it  to  the  maximum 
standard.  As  recruits  are  drawn  from  the  same  source  as 
newly  organized  regiments,  that  is,  from  the  militia  of  the 
State,  requisition  should  be  made  for  them,  or  the  recruit- 
ing officers  required  to  have  their  authority  indorsed  by 
the  Governor.  Hitherto  this  branch  of  the  service  has 
been  regulated  without  any  reference  to  the  State  authori- 
ties, and  general  orders  No.  105,  from  the  War  Department, 
formally  places  it  under  the  exclusive  control  of  Govern- 
ment officers. 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  this  arrangement  will 
be  prejudicial  to  the  service,  unless  essentially  modified. 
The  floating  population  of  our  cities  and  villages,  composed 
of  a  class  inclined  to  act  on  impulse  and  without  reflection, 
has  become  well  nigh  exhausted  by  previous  levies,  and  for 
the  future  the  army  must  be  recruited  in  the  main  from  our 
rural  population.  With  an  almost  universal  determination 
to  sustain  the  Government  existing  amongst  this  portion 
of  our  citizens,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  they  can  be 
reached  by  any  system  such  as  that  laid  down  in  the  order 
referred  to.  Government  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
scruples  and  objections  of  these  men  —  intelligent  and 
reflecting  —  ready  to  serve  their  country,  but  at  the  same 
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time  indisposed  to  surrender  the  vantage  ground,  on  which 
the  plan  of  a  voluntary  service  places  them.  To  suppose 
that  they  can  be  induced  to  enlist  voluntarily,  without 
knowing  who  their  officers  are  to  be,  and  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  may  be  assigned  to  companies  or  regi- 
ments at  pleasure,  is  inconsistent  with  the  experience  of 
the  past,  no  less  than  with  the  views  which  are  known  to 
operate  on  the  mass  of  our*  citizens. 

For  the  reason  then  that  general  orders  10-5  ignores  the 
State  authorities  in  matters  where  their  functions  are  as 
clearly  defined  as  those  of  the  Government,  and  because  it 
will  be  prejudicial  to  the  service  by  retarding  instead  of 
stimulating  enlistments,  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
your  Excellency  request  its  repeal  or  modification. 

In  the  organization  of  the  second  levy  under  general 
orders  No.  78,  it  became  necessary  in  many  cases  to  conso- 
lidate companies  and  regiments,  whereby  a  large  number 
of  officers  were  rendered  supernumerary.  This  arose  from 
a  provision  of  that  order  allowing  a  captain  and  lieutenant 
to  be  elected  by  a  company  of  only  32  men.  As  it  re- 
quired two  or  three  such  companies  to  complete  one  of  the 
requisite  strength,  persons  who  had  spent  their  time  and 
means  in  enlisting  men  were  thrown  out.  This  not  only 
caused  much  hardship,  but  created  an  uncertainty  as  to 
the  position  of  individuals,  which  was  calculated  to  dis- 
courage their  efforts.  To  avoid  this  difficulty  in  future, 
the  appointment  of  officers  should  be  made  to  conform  to 
the  provision  of  general  orders  No.  01,  War  Department, 
which  would  make  it  unnecessary  to  deprive  any  officer  of 
his  place,  except  for  incompetency. 
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The  subject  of  an  increase  of  the  supply  of  arms,  ord- 
nance and   ordnance   stores,   is  one  of  the   highest  impor- 
tance.    The  danger  of  a  collision  with  one  or  more  of  the 
governments  of  Europe,  growing  out  of  a  derangement  of 
trade  and  commerce,   is  becoming  manifest,     Nor  is  it  less 
probable  that  in  case  of  a  foreign  war,  the  State  will  have 
to  fall  back   on  its  own   resources  and  apply  them  in  no 
stinted  measure  to  the  defence  of  coast  and  frontier.     That 
this  may  be  required  of  us,  has  already  been  announced  in 
official  quarters,   as  it  is  evident  from  the  slightest  consid- 
eration of  the  task  which  the  General  Government  has  in 
hand.      The    commencement   of  the    rebellion  found  our 
arsenals  bare  of  arms,  many  of  which  had  been  transferred 
to  the  South.     To  replace  the  inferior  weapons  with  which 
a  large  proportion  of  our  forces  are  armed,  will  exhaust  all 
the  source  of  supply  open  to  government  for  an  indefinite 
period.     The  same  may  be  said  in  regard  to  ordnance  and 
ordnance    stores    for  our  forts.     It  is  evident  then,    that 
with  all  the  aid  Government  can  render,  there  will  be  a 
wide  margin  to  be  filled  by  the  prompt  action  of  Ihe  State. 
As  all  the  present    sources  of  supply    are  beyond  our 
reach,  and  as  the  foreign  market  will  be  uncertain,- if  not 
inaccessible  to  us  in  the  future,  the  State  should  encourage 
the  establishment  of  one   or   more  manufactories  of  arms 
and  founderies  of  cannon  to  be  under  its  exclusive  control, 
and  from  which  we   could  increase  our  stock  of  war  mate- 
rial, to  a  point  somewhat  commensurate  with  what  may  be 
our  necessities  in  the  future. 

The  following  is  a  concise  statement  of  the  ordnance  and 


ADJUTANT  GENERAL.  25 

email  arms  in  the  Lands  of  the  troops,  and  in  the  arsenals 

of  the  State,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1SG2: 

In  the  Total  be- 

arrfcnalr  loc^ir^ 
In  the  bands       of  tho 

of  the  troops.       State.  State. 

Nine  pounder,  specify  iron  or  bronze  5  2  7 

Carriage . 5  2  7 

Limber 4  2  6 

Caisson/.: 2  2  4 

r>.  i  'p   •  i  >m  4  iron  1      1  -  _ 

Six  pounder,  specify  iron  or  bronze..  <0         00  ,         >      101 

Carriage 69  94  163 

Limber.. _ 10  94  164 

Caisson 39  92  131 

Twenty-four   pound    howitzer 1  ..  1 

Carriage 1  _  .  1 

Limber.. 1  _.  1 

Caisson 

Twelve   pound    howitzer 4  4  8 

Carriage' .448 

Limber 4  3  7 

Caisson... 2  2  4 

Mountain  howitzer 8  7  15 

Carriage,  limber  and  caisson 8  14  22 

Twenty-pound  Parrot's  rifled  cannon  ..  10  10 

Lattery  waggons .-  21  21 

Forges ..  21  21 

Ten  pounder  Parrot's  rifled  cannon  .  ..  18  18 

Carriages,  12  pounds ..  10  10 

Limber ..  10  10 

Caisson.. _.  10  10 

Artillery  sabres 502  45  547 

Artillery   swords 6GG  102  768 

Non-commissioned  officers'  swords  . .  __  1,505  1,505 

Cavalry  sabres 92G  372  1,293 

Carbines. 171  4  175 

Percussion  muskets  and  bayonets...  11,014  13,149  24,163 

Flint  muskets  and  bayonets 464  324  788 

Flint  rifles .* 145  45  190 

Percussion  rifles  .... 1,917  5,02 1  7,841 

Closely  connected  with  the  subject  of  arms,   is   that  of 

the   condition   and  strength   of  the  fortifications   situated 

within  our  territorial  limits.     Although  jurisdiction  over 

these  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Government  of  the  United 

States,   it  is  none   the  less  a  matter  of  interest  that   they 
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should  be  rendered  as  complete  and  effective  as  possible. 
That  such  is  not  their  present  condition,  is  admitted  ;  nor, 
with  the  immense  responsibility  resting  on  the  Govern- 
ment, is  it  possible  that  they  can  be  made  so  without  a 
determined  and  persevering  effort  on  the  part  of  the  State. 
For  such  a  purpose  there  should  be  no  hesitation  iu  supply- 
ing from  our  own  resources  all  that  may  be  needed  in 
addition  to  what  Government  may  do ;  nor  would  any 
other  course  be  consistent  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  vast 
interests  at  stake,  and  the  ease  with  which  a  powerful 
enemy  might  assail  them. 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  imposed  on  the  Gover- 
nors of  states  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  22d, 
is  that  of  filling  all  vacancies  in  the  ranks  of  commissioned 
officers.  This  duty,  responsible  under  any  circumstances, 
is  rendered  doubly  so  from  the  nature  of  a  volunteer  force  ; 
the  difficulty,  and  often  the  impossibility,  of  applying  to  it 
the  well  defined  rules  irovernimr  the  regular  service  ;  and 
the  embarrassment  which  arises  from  having  frequently  to 
act  on  conflicting  recommendations.  If  promotions  could 
in  all  cases  be  made  in  regular  order,  without  reference  to 
comparative  merit  or  competency,  the  task  would  be  le<s 
difficult.  But  when  men,  without  any  previous  military 
experience,  are  commissioned  and  sent  into  the  field,  it  is 
not  at  all  uncommon  that  the  subaltern  officer  in  actual 
service  shows  a  proficiency  and  an  aptitude  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  his  duties,  of  which  his  superiors  are  wholly  defi- 
cient. In  such  cases  the  good  of  the  service  would  seem 
to  require  that  the  ordinary  rules  should  be  suspended,  and 
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that  merit,  wherever  found,  should  have  its  proper  recog- 
nition and  reward. 

Whilst,  then,  it  maybe  best  that,  as  a  general  regulation, 
promotions  should  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  practice 
in  the  regular  army,  this  should  not  prevent  such  a  depar- 
ture from  it  in  particular  cases  as  strict  justice  and  the 
interests  of  the  service  may  require.  No  officer  should  be 
allowed  to  rest  his  claims  to  promotion  wholly  on  his  right 
by  seniority;  and  it  should  be  understood  that  meritorious 
conduct  may  overbalance  the  accidental  advantage  of  posi- 
tion. This  would  tend  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  emulation, 
and  a  desire  for  improvement  and  proficiency  which  could 
not  fail  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  volunteer  officer. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  promotion,  I  especially 
recommend  that  hereafter  they  be  made  to  field  officers 
regimentally,  and  to  line  officers  by  companies.     Nothing 

Iso  tends  to  dampen  the  ardor  and  discourage  the  ambition 
of  the  soldier  as  to  see  the  prize,  for  the  possession  of 
which  he  has  put  forth  his  best  efforts,  snatched  from  his 
grasp  by  some  outside  competitor.  Nor  is  it  a  matter  of 
much  consequence  whether  he  is  supplanted  by  an  aspirant 
from  some  other  corps,  or  from  civil  life.  In  either  case, 
a  stranger  steps  in  and  supersedes  him;  and  to  the  disap- 
pointment of  failure  is  added  a  sense  of  injury  and  a  feeling 
of  discontent.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  each  company  or 
regiment  were  considered,  with  reference  to  promotion,  a 
distinct  body,  and  all  vacancies  were  filled,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, from  within  the  organization,  it  would  remove  the 
apprehension  with  which  outside,  appointments  are  regar- 
ded,  and  create  a  spirit  of  emulation  throughout  the  rank 
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and  file,  by  holding  out  to  them  such  preferment  as  the 
chances  of  war  might  oiler  as  a  reward  for  soldierly  con- 
duct. 

To   open  the  door  of  promotion  to  the  soldier,  cannot 
fail  to  have  a  salutary  effect  on  the  morale  of  an  army.     No 
longer  a  mere  machine,   doomed  to  an  endless  routine  of 
duties  from  which  there  is  no  relief,  and  to  a  position  from 
which  there  is  no  escape,  his  ambition  is  stimulated  by  the 
hope    of  preferment,    and  his  resolution  strengthened  to 
deserve  it,  by  patience  and  fortitude  under  privations,  and 
by  bravery  and   determination   in  battle.      This  principle 
was  recognized  in  the  French  armies  of  the  time  of  the 
republic,  and,  perfected  by  Napoleon,  it  made  them  irre- 
sistible during  the  consulate  and  the  earlier  periods  of  the 
empire.     The  German  armies,  which  had  been  trained  in 
the  school  of  Frederick  the  Great,  where  the  utmost  rigor 
of  discipline  was  connected  with  the  most  exclusive  ideas 
in  regard  to  promotions,  could  never  contend  against  such 
a  force.     That  of  Prussia,  especially,  was  almost  annihila- 
ted at  Auerstadt  and  Jena ;    nor,  until  the  genius  of  Blu- 
cher  and  Scharnhorst  had  been  directed  to  its  reorganiza- 
tion on  a  more  liberal  basis,  did  it  recover  the  prestige  lost 
in  those  great  disasters. 

In  the  progress  of  a  war  which  has  called  more  than  one 
hundred  thousand  of  our  citizens  from  their  peaceful  pur- 
suits, the  organized  militia  has  rendered  effective  service. 
Independently  of  the  eleven  regiments  which  proceeded 
to  Washington  in  April  and  the  early  part  of  May,  several 
have  enlisted  for  the  war  as  distinct  organizations  and 
have  become  merged  in  the  volunteer  force  from  this  State. 
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The  following  list  gives  the  militia  numbers  of  these 
regiments,   the   names  of  their   commanding   officers,  as 

shown  by  the  roster,  and  the  numbers  by  which  they  are 
now  designated: 

IfUitia  number.  Colonel.  Volunteer  number. 

2d... G.  W.  Tompkins. _ _..  82d  X.  Y.  S.  V. 

9th .--  J.  W.  Stiles 83d         do 

Uth A.  M.  Wood 84th        do 

20th  ... G.  W.  Pratt 80th        do 

7!>th  ._ LI.  Stevens 70  th        do 

55th R.  DeTrobriand __.  55th        do 

These  regiments  having  been  counted  as  a  portion  of  the 
volunteer  force,  they  will  not  be  includecHn  the  statements 
relating  to  the  militia. 

By  the  annual  report  from  this  Department  for  the  year 

1SG0,  submitted  in  January,  1861,  the  organized  portion  of 

the  militia  comprised 

8  divisions, 
25  brigades, 
G3  regiments, 

and  in  the  aggregate  nineteen  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  officers  and  men,  who  are  classified  in  the  vari- 
ous arms  of  service  as  follows : 

Arm  of  service. 


Infantrv  and  light  infantrv,  and  those  serving 

as  such . 

Rifles  

Artillery,  light  horse  and  toot. ._ 

Cavalry _ 

General  officers 

Field  officers  of  regiments 

Staff  officers 

Non-commissioned  staff 

Engineer  corps  (sappers  and  miners) _. 

Musicians,  comprising  bands 

Total 415  10,180 


Number  of 

Number  of 

companies. 

officers  and 

men. 

28-1 

11,594 

43 

L,8<   * 

50 

2.005 

■     38 

1,5S6 

33 

_  m 

177 

_. 

608 

.. 

181 

.. 

182 

-- 

0G3 
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For  the  year  1861  the  organized  portion  of  the  militia 


comprises 


8  division?, 
25  brigades, 

58  regiments, 


and  in  the  aggregate  nineteen  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirteen  officers  and  men,  who  are  classified  in  the  various 
arms  of  service  as  follows  : 

Arm  of  service.  Number  of       Number  of 

companies.      ofictra  and 
men. 

Infantry  and  light  infantry,  and  those  serving 

as  such ._ _.  319  13,277 

Rifles 3G  1,274 


O    1  9 


oO 


Artillery,  light  horse  and  foot 52  2,1 

Cavalry 33  1,323 

General   officers ..  31 

Field  officers  of  regiments ._  144 

Staff  officers _ .  _  .  _  557 

Non-commissioned  staff ..  161 

Engineer  corps  (sappers  and  miners) _ .  128 

Musicians,  comprising  bands ..  583 


Total... 440  19,613 

There  have  heen  organized  during  the  present  year  sev- 
enty-seven companies,  as  follows: 

57  of  the  infantry  arm, 
10  of  the  rifle  arm,  and 
10  of  the  artillery  arm. 

The  quota  of  arms  due  the  State  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1861,  was  drawn  as  follows: 

100  rifle  muskets,  58  cal.  with  accoutrements. 
2G0  rifles  with  sword  bayonets. 

80  cavalry  sabres. 

SO  carbine  cartridge  boxes. 

80  cap  pouches. 


80  carbine  slings  and  swivels,  and 
945  rifle  muskets. 
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Inspection  returns  have  been  received  from  the  1st,  2d, 
3d,  1th,  19th  and  20th  brigades,  and  from  portions  of  the 
5th,  10th  and  17th  brigades. 

The  following  named  inspecting  officers  have,  pursuant 
to  paragraph  532  of  the  general  regulations,  reported  as 
thereby  required,  namely : 

Major  Robert  Taylor,  1st  brigade. 
do  do  2d         do 

do  do  4th        do 

do     E.  W.  Lewis,     16th        do 
do     Jas.  L.  Gilbert,  19th        do 

The  following  named  general  officers  have,  pursuant  to 
paragraphs  527  and  528  of  the  general  regulations,  made 
the  required  reports,  namely : 

Maj.  Gen'l  Charles  W.  Sandford,  1st  division. 

Maj.  Gen'l  S.  S.  Burnside,  5th       do 

Colonel  Edward  Hincken,  comd'g  2d  brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Stephen  C.  Parinenter,  7th  do 
do       Henry  A.  Samson,  8th       do 

do      Dariua  Allen,  10th       do 

do      S.  C.  F.  Thorndike,      15th       do 

Several  important  and  interesting  questions  have  arisen 
relating  to  the  status  of  regiments  of  militia  which  have 
volunteered  for  the  war,  the  rank  of  officers  and  the  extent 
to  which  the  militia  laws  of  the  State  apply  to  them  whilst 
in  service. 

These  questions  were  examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate 
General,  in  an  able  opinion  in  the  case  of  a  disputed  elec- 
tion in  company  A,  14th  regiment  N.  Y.  S.  M. ;  and  the 
following  conclusions  were  arrived  at,  which  will  govern 
the  decisions  of  this  Department  in  parallel  cases,  unless 
overruled : 

1st.  That  a  militia  regiment,  entering  the  service  for  the 
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war  under  a  proclamation  of  the  President  for  volunteers, 
and  not  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  170-3,  loses  for  the 
time  its  militia  character,  and  is  subject  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  be  adopted  for  the  government  of  a 
volunteer  force.  The  State  can  exercise  no  control  over 
it,  beyond  that  of  filling  vacancies  among  its  officers. 

2d.  That  the  resignation  of  an  officer  of  a  militia  regi- 
ment in  the  volunteer  service  vacates  his  position  as  a  vol- 
unteer officer,  but  not  his  militia  commission,  which,  on  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  service  and  return  of  the  regi- 
ment to  the  State,  would  entitle  him  to  his  place  and  rank. 

od.  It  is  important  that  commissions  as  volunteers  should 
be  at  once  issued  to  the  officers  of  all  militia  regiments  now 
in  service;  and,  until  they  receive  them,  they  retain  their 
position  by  virtue  of  their  right  to  claim  such  commission, 
rather  than  on  the  strength  of  those  they  hold  in  the 
militia;  and,  furthermore,  as  questions  of  rank  are  settled 
by  the  date  of  commissions,  if  a  militia  commission  were 
recognized  in  the  volunteer  service,  the  person  holding  it 
would  take  precedence  over  all  the  volunteer  officers  of  the 
same  grade,  which  is  absurd.    . 

4th.  The  remains  of  a  militia  regiment,  where  most  of 
the  officers  and  men  have  volunteered  for  the  war,  and  left 
the  State,  occupies  an  anomalous  position.  Its  numbers 
may  be  so  reduced  that  there  can  be  no  compliance  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  militia  service,  nor. 
in  case  of  insurrection  or  invasion,  would  it  be  possible  for 
such  an  organization  to  render  effective  service.  In  a  case 
of  this  kind,  the  district  might  be  declared  vacant,  the  offi- 
cers holding  commissions  rendered  supernumerary,  and  a 
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new  regiment  organized.  Unless,  however,  the  safety  of 
the  State  should  require  such  action,  the  places  of  these 
patriotic  citizens,  absent  temporarily  and  in  the  service  of 
the  government,  should  be  retained  for  them  until  their 
return. 

This  brief  analysis  of  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
General  covers  most  of  the  questions  which  have  occurred 
in  connection  with  that  portion  of  the  volunteer  force  from 
this  State,  composed  of  organized  militia.  That  of  rank 
was  settled  by  general  order  No.  06  from  the  War  Department, 
which  fixes  it  from  the  date  of  muster  into  the  service. 
This,  if  adhered  to,  will  render  a  militia  commission  value- 
less for  the  object  for  which  it  has  been  most  prized,  and 
will,  it  is  hoped,  induce  the  officers  of  these  regiments  to 
apply  for  commissions  as  volunteers.  Since  this  opinion  was 
given,  there  have  been  no  militia  commissions  issued  in  ap- 
pointments and  promotions  for  these  regiments,  and  when- 
ever application  is  made,  commissions  as  volunteers  will 
be  issued  to  the  officers,  as  your  Excellency  has  directed. 

The  necessity  for  a  re-organization  of  the  militia  on  a 
basis  essentially  different  from  that  provided  in  the  law  of 
1702,  has  become  apparent.  In  fact,  if  we  reflect  that  the 
date  of  the  act  was  only  a  few  years  subsequent  to  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  when  the  experience  gained  during  a 
contest  of  seven  years  must  have  been  still  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  the  leading  military  men  oi^  the  time,  it  appears 
strange  that  such  a  law  should  have  been  passed.  It  is  a 
matter  of  history  that  General  Washington  was  opposed  to 
iti  as  a  perpetuation  of  a  system  which  lie  had  frequently 
denounced  whilst  in  command  of  the  army;  nor  is  it  easy 
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to  discover  from  what  causes  or  under  what  influences  it 
was  adopted.  Nearly  seventy  years  have  elapsed,  and  it 
is  still  the  ride  by  which  the  militia  forces  of  the  several 
States  are  to  be  governed;  its  incongruous  provisions  for- 
ming the  guide  in  training  them  to  meet  the  dangers  of 
insurrection  and  invasion.  If  the  States  could  have 
assumed  control  over  the  subject,  without  interfering  with 
the  power  of  Congress,  "  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming 
and  disciplining  the  militia,"  a  radical  change  would  have 
been  made  long  ago.  But  with  a  necessity  of  confining 
their  action  within  certain  prescribed  limits,  all  attempts 
at  improvement  have  failed  of  establishing  a  system  on 
which  we  could  rest  the  safety  of  our  institutions  with 
some  degree  of  confidence. 

On  almost  any  other  subject  of  importance  within  the 
authority  of  Congress,  an  expression  in  favor  of  a  change 
of  existing  laws,  would  have  resulted  in  legislation  in 
accordance  with  popular  opinion.  But  whilst,  on  this 
question,  the  desire  has  been  for  reform  and  improvement, 
the  expense  necessarily  connected  with  any  effective  plan, 
the  supposed  security  arising  from  our  isolated  position, 
and  the  conflicting  views  as  to  what  should  he  attem]  I  '. 
have  thus  far  effectually  prevented  the  passage  of  any 
complete  and  comprehensive  law  on  the  subject.  Thus, 
from  these,  and  other  causes,  neither  the  State  nor  the 
national  government  has  been  able  to  act,  and  we  are  still 
proceeding  under  a  system  which  has  been  found  wholly 
unreliable  in  every  contest  in  which  we  have  been  em.  . 
hitherto,  and  in  the  progress  of  the  present  rebellion  the 
insufficiency  of  the  militia,  as  at  present  organized,  for  any 
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•  mcy  requiring  a  large  and  properly  disciplined  army, 
for  Q  long  period  of  service,  has  been  again  and  more 
clearly  demonstrated. 

At  the  outset,  Government,  instead  of  having  at  its  com- 
mand an  adequate  force  completely  organized,  armed  and 
equipped,  somewhat  disciplined,  and  lacking  only  the 
experience  of  actual  service  to  make  them  in  every  respect 
efficient  and  veteran  troops,  had  to  create  such  a  force  from 
volunteers  drawn  from  the  unorganized  mass  of  our  citizen 
soldiery.  The  danger  and  the  loss  of  time  consequent  on 
having  to  organize  an  army  out  of  raw  material,  and  pre- 
pare it  for  service  in  the  presence  of  a  sudden  and  pressing 
danger,  is  manifest.  175^0^4 

If,  instead  of  this,  a  force  adequate  to  the  emergency  and 
equal  in  oil  respects  to  the  best  of  our  militia  regiment-, 
could  have  been  called  out  at  once,  the  occasion  for  its  em- 
ployment might  not  have  arisen.  That  such  might  have 
been  the  result,  is  another  and  a  strong  reason  in  favor  of 
such  a  thorough  and  radical  change  in  our  military  system. 
as  shall  in  the  future  enable  Government  not  only  to  act 
with  promptness  when  necessary,  but  by  the  moral  effect 
of  an  array  of  citizen  soldiers  imposing  in  numbers  and 
complete  in  every  respect  for  service,  render  the  proba- 
bility of  having  to  employ  them  more  remote. 

On  the  assumption,  then,  that  the  present  militia  system 
is  inadequate  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government,  we 
must  free  it  from  its  present  defects,  increase  our  stan 
army,  or  employ  volunteers.  In  regard  to  the  first  alter- 
native it  is  only  necessary  to  observe,  that  whilst  the  idea 
of  a  large  standing  army  is  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the 
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people  and  in  conflict  with  the  character  of  our  institu- 
tions, the  cost  of  maintaining  it  would  alone  render  it  im- 
possible to  impose  such  a  burden  on  the  country,  except 
by  an  obliteration  of  all  State  lines  and  the  establishment 
of  a  consolidated  government. 

The  employment  of  volunteers,  though  far  less  objection- 
able, is  attended  with  many  and  serious  disadvantages.  To 
place  in  service  a  force  previously  organized,  completely 
armed  and  equipped,  and  with  the  various  staff  appoint- 
ments properly  filled,  is  of  itself  a  great  labor.  But,  when 
to  this  is  superadded  the  task  of  creating  the  force  itself 
from  the  mass  of  our  population,  brave,  intelligent  and 
patriotic,  yet  with  no  previous  knowledge  of  the  duties  of 
the  soldier,  and  with  few  persons  of  experience  to  take  the 
position  of  officers  and  instructors,  the  whole  becomes  a 
work  to  accomplish  which  requires  time,  large  expendi- 
tures, and  a  popular  feeling  favorable  to  the  service.  His- 
tory affords  no  parallel  to  the  unexampled  rapidity  with 
which  the  six  hundred  thousand  volunteers  now  in  service 
were  recruited,  armed,  equipped  and  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government;  but  they  were  without  discipline,  and 
uninstructed  in  the  duties  of  camp  life.  These  deficiencies 
have  only  been  overcome  at  the  sacrifice  of  months  of  val- 
uable time,  which,  with  a  force  as  well  disciplined  as  the 
Prussian  Landwehr,  the  French  National  Guards,  or  several 
of  our  own  regiments  of  militia,  might  have  been  employed 
in  active  operations.  That  our  army  i-<  fast  approaching  this 
condition,  there  is  no  doubt;  but  a  consideration  of  what 
might  have  been  accomplished,  had  they  gone  to  the  field 
with  that  knowledge  of  their  duties  which  it  has  taken  six 
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months  to  impart,  is  perhaps  the  best  reason  thot  can  be 
urged  against  the  policy  of  substituting  a  volunteer  for  an 
organized  force. 

In  the  case  of  invasion,  to  rely  solely  on  a  newly  orga- 
nized levy,  notwithstanding  the  bravery  and  patriotism  of 
our  citizens,  would  be  attended  with  much  hazard.  Should 
a  contest  occur  with  any  great  maritime  power,  the  blow 
would  follow  the  declaration  too  closely  in  the  order  of 
time  to  allow  us  to  raise  and  equip  armies,  to  build  forts, 
and  to  fill  our  arsenals  with  the  material  of  war.  Enlight- 
ened wisdom  dictates  that  all  this  should  be  accomplished 
in  a  time  of  peace ;  and  it  is  no  light  argument  in  favor  of 
such  a  course,  that  it  is  the  one  best  calculated  to  word  off 
the  perils  of  war.  A  superiority  on  the  ocean  enabled 
England  and  France,  in  1354,  to  place  a  powerful  army  in 
the  Crimea,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  and  to  maintain  it 
there  against  the  immense  resources  of  the  Russian  covem- 
ment.  The  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  India  is  another 
illustration  of  the  ability  of  a  great  naval  power  to  over- 
come all  the  obstacles  interposed  by  distance,  and,  through 
the  means  of  powerful  steamships,  to  deal  sudden  and  effec- 
tive blows,  against  which  there  would  be  no  adequate  pro- 
tection. 

The  authority  of  the  State  over  this  important  subject, 
is  limited  by  the  Constitution  "to  training  the  militia  ac- 
cording to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress/'  Whilst 
this  is  far  short  of  that  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  which 

ould  enable  the  Legislature  to  proceed  without  restrai 
:t  should    not    prevent   such    improvements    in    the    law  of 
1^>4  as  can  be  adopted  without  conflicting  with  the  para- 
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mount  authority  of  the  General  Government.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act 
changing  the  existing  militia  law  in  many  essential  partic- 
ulars, and  as  the  action  of  Congress  is  uncertain,  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  making  it  as  complete  as  circumstances 
will  permit.  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  sugges- 
tions for  your  Excellency's  consideration: 

1st.  The  study  of  tactics  and  instruction  in  military 
drills  in  our  higher  schools  and  academies,  by  diffusing  a 
knowledge  of  one  important  branch  of  the  duties  of  the  sol- 
dier, and  under  circumstances  where  it  could  be  acquired 
with  but  little  loss  of  time,  would  be  of  great  advantage. 
The  labor  required  to  obtain  anything  like  proficiency  in 
these  matters  is  too  great  to  allowr  of  thorough  instruction 
at  the  company  and  regimental  drills  which  take  place 
throughout  the  State.  In  a  few  of  our  large  cities,  where 
a  certain  degree  of  esprit  du  corps  is  maintained,  we  find 
companies  and  even  regiments  in  cvqvv  respect  well  drilled 
and  disciplined,  but  this  is  only  accomplished  at  a  sacrifice 
of  time  which  renders  it  a  burden,  and  which  might  in  a 
o-reat  degree  be  avoided  bv  making  it  a  part  of  our  school 
education.  Physically  it  would  be  conducive  to  health, 
and  so  far  from  being  considered  an  onerous  task,  it  would 
be  preferred  to  light  and  frivolous  amusements. 

2d.  There  should  be  more  encouragement  riven  to  the 
formation  of  new  companies  in  the  several  arms  of  service. 
Gut  of  a  total  population  between  the  ages  o(  eighteen  and 
forty-live  liable  to  bear  arms,  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  thousand,  less  than  twenty  thousand  compose  the  whole 
number  of  the  organized  militia  of  the   State.     Of  sixty- 


■pprrr"*   mm* -» 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL.  39 

three  regiments,  into  which  this  force  is  divided,  more  than 
one-half  have  nothing  beyond  a  bare  organization  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  great  mass  of  the  unorganized 
militia.  Deficient  in  arms  and  accoutrements,  no  less  than 
in  drill  and  discipline,  they  are  neither  prepared  to  render 
efficient  service  in  the  field,  nor  to  make  a  creditable 
appearance  at  the  stated  inspections  and  parades.  This 
condition  of  things  arises  from  no  indisposition  on  the  part 
of  our  citizens  to  connect  themselves  with  the  militia 
service,  but  it  is  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  encourage- 
ment from  the  State.  The  cost  of  maintaining  such  a 
military  establishment  as  our  safety  requires  should  be  a 
public  charge,  and  yet  in  consequence  of  the  indifference 
both  of  the  State  and  General  Government  no  adequate 
provision  has  ever  been  made  for  its  support.  The  negli- 
gence of  the  State  has  been  closely  imitated  by  civil  officers, 
and  the  commutation  tax,  which  should  amount  to  $300,000 
yearly,  does  not  yield  $50,000.  The  collection  of  this  tax 
should  be  enforced  by  more  stringent  rules ;  and,  beyond 
this,  there  should  be  a  reasonable  appropriation  annually, 
to  be  disbursed  under  proper  checks  and  restrictions  in  the 
payment  of  such  charges  as  the  State  is  justly  and  honor- 
ably bound  to  assume.  The  necessary  means  for  this  pur- 
pose should  be  provided  by  a  general  tax,  on  the  principle 
that  a  military  organization  of  this  character  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  safeguard  to  life  and  property  whenever  a  coer- 
cion of  laws  is  insufficient.  The  whole  policy,  in  short, 
should  be  changed,  and.  instead  of  being  regarded  with 
indifference,  the  militia  system  should  he  recognized  as  at 
once  an  important  and  necessary  institution,  and  entitled 
t(l  as  much  care  as  those  of  a  civil  character. 
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3d.  How  much  soever  we  may  admire  the  elective  prin- 
ciple when  applied  to  civil  offices,  it  is  questionable  whether 
it  can  be  successfully  carried  out  in  a  military  organization, 
and  one  obstacle  to  the  improvement  of  our  militia  are  the 
provisions  of  section  two,  article  eleven  of  the  Constitution 
of  1S4G.  The  perfection  of  any  military  system  depends 
on  the  absolute  nature  of  the  authority  by  which  it  is  con- 
trolled— a  proposition  with  which  the  provision  making 
military  officers  elective  is  in  direct  conflict.  No  officer 
who  owes  his  position  to  the  votes  of  those  whom  he  is  to 
command  can  act  with  that  paramount  regard  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  service,  which  is  necessary  to  promote  its  high- 
est success.  Nor  is  the  elective  principle  any  less  preju- 
dicial to  the  welfare  of  the  soldier.  It  has  hern  fullv 
demonstrated,  that  the  choice  of  officers  is  governed  more 
by  personal  preferences,  than  by  any  regard  to  real  merit 
or  proficiency ;  and  when  experience  in  the  held  has  brought 
out  the  real  character  of  the  person  they  have  chosen,  they 
find,  too  often,  in  place  of  the  experienced  officer,  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  his  duties,  or  at  least  capable  of  learning 
them,  a  total  incapacity,  joined  to  as  total  a  disregard  of, 
and  care  for  his  command.  Perhaps  nothing  has  been  so 
prejudicial  to  the  volunteer  service  as  the  manner  of 
choosing  line  officers,  and  it  would  be  equally  so  with 
respect  to  any  organization.  The  convention  of  1846  seems 
to  have  been  in  great  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  extend- 
ing the  principle  to  military  officers,  and  with  commend- 
able caution  left  open  a  way  of  escape,  in  section  six  of  the 
same  artiele,  which  provides  "that  in  case  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion and  appointment  of  militia  officers  hereby  directed, 
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shall  not  be  found  conducive  to  the  improvement  of  the 
militia,  the  Legislature  may  abolish  the  same  and  provide 
by  law  for  their  appointment  and  removal,  if  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  in  each  House  shall  concur  therein." 

A  modification  of  the  present  law,  so  far  as  to  give  the 
Commander-in-chief  the  appointment  of  all  officers  above 
the  rank  of  captain,  and  requiring  the  choice  of  line  officers 
to  be  confirmed  by  him,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  most 
advantageous  change  from  the  present  rule. 

4th.  A  change  in  the  manner  of  appointing  officers 
should  be  connected  with  some  provision  to  test  their 
qualifications  through  an  examining  board.  Although  a 
test  of  this  kind  cannot  be  considered  as  equally  satisfac- 
tory with  meritorious  conduct  in  actual  service,  it  is  fir 
better  than  no  test  at  all.  The  officer  who  can  explain 
and  illustrate,  theoretically,  the  movements  and  evolutions 
of  the  company  and  battalion,  will  not  be  likely  to  fail  in 
carrying  them  into  practice.  His  theoretical  knowledge 
will  at  least  afford  a  fair  presumption  in  his  favor;  and,  if 
he  should  prove  incompetent  in  the  field,  it  will  probably 
be  owing  to  other  causes.  But  the  examination  of  an 
officer  should  not  be  confined  to  this  one  branch  of  his 
duties  ;  an  acquaintance  with  those  which  relate  more 
particularly  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  troops  in  service, 
is  almost  as  important  as  to  know  how  to  drill  and  manoeu- 
vre them,  and  no  officer  can  be  considered  fully  competent 
for  command  who  does  not  exhibit  some  degree  of  intelli- 
''■  Qce  and  information  in  regard  to  these. 

5th.  As  proficiency  in  field  exercises,  and  in  the  manual 
Oi  arms,  can  only  be  acquired  by  practice,  provision  should 
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be  made  for  the  more  frequent  assembling  of  companies  for 

drill,  and  also  for  the  massing  of  larger  bodies  fur  instruc- 
tion in  the  movements  of  battalion  and  brigades.     In  the 

latter  case  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  camp  should  be 
located  at  some  central  point  in  the  regimental  or  brigade 
district,  and  as  this  will  remove  the  troops  from  their 
homes  and  business  vocations,  both  officers  and  men  should 
be  paid  whilst  on  this  duty. 

6th.  Nothing  would  tend  more  to  promote  the  formation 
of  new  companies  and  regiments  than  a  liberal  distribution 
of  arms.  The  frequent  applications  made  to  this  depart- 
ment show  that  there  is  a  strong  inclination  amongst  a 
class  of  our  citizens  whose  business  pursuits  will  not  admit 
of  their  entering  the  volunteer  service  to  connect  them- 
selves  with  military  associations  for  home  duty.  If  this 
inclination  were  encouraged  it  would  lead  to  a  large 
increase  of  the  organized  militia  force.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  ao-greirate  number  of  rifles  and  muskets  of  all 
descriptions  actually  distributed  to  the  militia  is  less  than 
fourteen  thousand,  an  amount  so  manifestly  below  what  it 
should  be  for  a  State  with  more  than  five  hundred  thousand 
men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  that  the  most  prompt  means 
should  be  taken  to  increase  our  supply  for  the  purpose  of 
issuing  them  to  newly  formed  organizations,  and  to  com- 
plete the  arming  of  those  already  formed. 

7th.  If,  with  such  encouragement  as  can  be  offered  by 
the  State,  the  number  of  companies  ami  regiments  should 
not  be  largely  increased,  under  the  law  of  1854,  provi 
should  be  made  to  increase  the  number  of  regimental  dis- 
tricts, and  to  organize  therein  one  hundred  regiments, 
including  those  now   formed.      This  would  constitute  no 
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larger  force  than,  should  be  readily  furnished  from  an 
aggregate  population  of  four  millions,  nor  would  it  he  lar- 
ger than  may  be  required  to  protect  our  exposed  frontiers 
from  invasion. 

►Should  the  expense  of  collecting  so  large  a  force  for  in- 
struction by  regiments  and  brigades  be  considered  an  objec- 
tion to  the  plan,  the  new  regiments  midit  be  organized  for 
the  present  on  the  basis  of  ten  companies  of  thirty-two 
men  each.  Tnis  would  give  a-  skeleton  formation  which 
could  be  filled  up  by  draft  whenever  necessary,  having 
meanwhile  its  full  staff,  which  is  indispensable  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  any  military  organization. 

In  the  consideration  of  any  plan  for  the  re-organization 
of  the  militia  as  a  government  measure,  an  examination  of 
the  best  European  systems  will  be  not  only  useful,  but 
indispensable.  Much  will  be  found  that  is  inapplicable 
under  a  government  like  that  of  the  United  States,  but  out 
of  the  whole,  a  system  could  be  devised  much  more  effec- 
tive than  the  law  of  1792,  free  from  its  defects,  and  within 
such  limits  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  maintaining  it,  as  would 
remove  all  objections  on  that  score,  except  such  as  are 
baaed  on  a  most  unwise  economy.  If  the  idea  of  a  military 
establishment,  kept  up  at  the  public  expense,  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  is  opposed  to  our  national  prejudices,  the 
spectacle  of  the  capital  of  a  great  nation  in  imminent  peril 
"1  being  occupied  by  rebels,  for  want  of  a  few  thousand 
disciplined  troops  to  defend  it,  is  equally  opposed  to  our 
national  pride.  We  must  accept  either  the  one  or  the 
other  of  two  alternatives;  submit  to  the  necessity  of  a 
military  organization   throughout   the  country,   or  to  the 
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danger  consequent  on  an  entire  want  of  preparation  to  meet 
exigencies  as  they  arise. 

The  abjections  to  a  large  standing  army,  on  the  one  hand, 
or  to  a  volunteer  force  on  the  other,  if  they  have  any  weight, 
leave  but  one  other  alternative — an  organized  and  disci- 
plined  militia.  Plow  effective  a  militia  force  can  be  made 
for  offensive  as  well  as  defensive  operations,  was  shown  in 
the  case  of  the  Prussian  Landwehr,  which  served  in  the 
allied  a:  my,  in  1813,  with  all  the  steadiness  of  veteran 
troops.  The  interval  between  the  peace  of  Tilsit  and  the 
coalition  against  France  in  1813,  had  been  employed  in 
silently  organizing  the  mass  of  the  population  into  a  mili- 
tary force,  not  only  formidable  in  numbers,  but  effective  in 
discipline.  The  result  of  the  campaign  of  1813  showed 
that  such  an  organization  could  be  made  exceedingly  for- 
midable even  for  offensive  operations;  nor  is  there  any 
reason  to  doubt  that,  had  it  existed  in  180G,  the  prostration 
of  the  Prussian  monarchy,  after  the  battle  of  Jena,  could 
not  have  been  so  easily  and  rapidly  accomplished. 

In  the  reports  of  the  Crimean  Commission  is  the  following 
clear  and  concise  statement  of  this  admirable  military 
organization : 

"The  organization  is  based  on  the  principle  that  every 
able-bodied  man  is  bound  to  serve  in  defence  of  his  country, 
(fatherland)  and  that  the  army  is  the  great  school  of  mili- 
tary instruction  for  the  whole  nation.  In  conformity  with 
this  principle,  the  land  forces  of  Prussia  are  composed  of 
four  classes,  viz: 

1.  The  standing  army. 

2.  The  Landwehr  (militia)  of  the  first  ban. 

3.  The  Landwehr  of  the  second  ban. 
•£.  The  Landsturm,  or  '  levy  en  7naasc.} 
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t;  1.  The  standing  army  cotisists  of  all  the  able-bodied 
men  of  twenty  years  of  age,  who  serve  three  years. 

"2.  The  Landwehr  of  the  first  ban  comprises  all  the  men- 
from  twenty  to  thirty-two  years  old,  not  belonging  to  the 

!  standing  army.     It  constitutes  an  army  of  reserve  to  re- 

inforce and  co-operate  with  the  standing  army  for  all  ser- 
vice in  time  of.  war.  This  force  is  completely  organized 
and  equipped,  and  is  embodied  twice  a  year  for  instruction, 
sometimes  by  battalions,  sometimes  to  join  the  regular 
troops  in  the  great  maneuvers  and  exercises.  Their  arms, 
clothing  and  equipments  are  kept  in  storehouses  provided 
for  them,  and  a  few  officers  and  men  of  each  battalion  and 
squadron  are  retained  permanently  in  service  to  take  care 
of  the  depot. 

"  o.  The  Landwehr  of  the  second  ban  is  composed  of  the 
men  from  thirty-two  to  forty  years  of  age  who  do  not 
belong  to  the  standing  army.  This  force  forms  the  garri- 
sons of  fortresses  in  time  of  war,  or  it  may  be  called  to  the 
support  of  the  active  army  of  operations.  It  is  not  called 
out  in  time  of  peace. 

"  4.  The  Landsturm  embraces  all  the  men  from  seven- 
teen to  fifty  years  of  age  who  are  not  included  in  the  three 
other  classes.  The  force  is  not  regularly  organized,  and 
would  only  be  called  out  in  case  of  invasion,  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  in  the  last  resort." 

It  will  be  ^een  that  the  effective  character  of  the  Prussian 
militia  is  due,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  three  years'  service 
in  the  regular  army.  From  this  rule  there  are  few  exemp- 
tions, and  the  Landwehr  is  thus  rendered  an  effective  and 
disciplined   body,  and  a  knowledge  of  military  alfairs  is 
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diffused  throughout  the  mass  of  the  population.     On  the 

return  of  Napoleon  from  Elba,  in  181o,  there  were  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  infantry  and  twenty  thousand 
cavalry,  of  the  Landwehr,  under  arms,  and  the  reports 
before  referred  to  give  the  total  force  of  the  first  and  second 
ban  on  the  war  establishment  as  follows: 


Landwehr 

1st  Ban. 

Landwehi 

■  2d  Bun. 

i 

.2 

a 

0 

5 

.2      ,      £ 

1    j   "S 

—            fl 

»              «2 

e 

Infantry 

Caval  ry 

Artillerv 

103 
.... 

136 

108,216 
20,4G8 

116 

104 

03.032 
12,480 

23,000 

Pioneers 1  - 

1,400 

Total _.„. 

10S1  136 

128,684 

232.  104 

120.912 

This  constitutes  a  larger  body  of  thoroughly  disciplined 
militia,  in  proportion  to  population,  than  exists  under  any 
other  government  in  Europe ;  and  when  to  this  is  added 
the  Landsturm,  embracing  all  persons  from  seventeen  to 
fifty  years  of  age,  not  enrolled  in  the  regular  army,  or  in 
the  Landwehr  of  the  first  or  second  ban,  the  aggregate  pre- 
sents a  force  so  formidable  in  numbers  and  discipline  as  to 
justify  the  observation,  that  whilst  for  offensive  operations 
Prussia  may  be  inferior  to  other  first  class  powers,  she  is 
invulnerable  within  her  own  borders. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Prussian  Landwehr,  owing  as  it  is 
in  a  great  degree  to  a  preparatory  training  in  the  regular 
army,  could  not  probably  be  imparted  to  our  militia,  nor 
would  it  be  practicable  to  adopt  and  maintain   such  a  mili- 
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tary  code,  as  a  whole,  under  any  other  than  a  monarchical 
form  of  government.  There  are,  however,  a  great  many 
provisions  about  it,  which  should  not  be  lost  right  of  in 
any  comprehensive  law  on  the  subject  of  our  militia.  The 
principle  that  the  safety  of  the  State  requires  that  every 
able  bodied  man  between  certain  ages  should  be  instructed 
in  the  duties  of  the  soldier;  the  military  schools;  the 
division  of  the  whole  population  into  classes  or  bans  accor- 
ding to  age;  the  staff  organization;  thorough  instruction 
in  the  use  of  arms;  frequent  drills,  and  the  masking  of 
battalions  and  brigades  for  instruction,  are  all  features  of 
great  importance,  and  applicable  to  any  system. 

The  Swiss  militia  resembles  in  man}'  respects  that  of 
Prussia.  It  constitutes  the  only  military  force,  there 
being  no  standing  army,  and  with  a  total  population  of  less 
than  three  millions,  numbers  over  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five thousand  men,  classified  as  follows  : 

1st.  The  Elite,  which  takes  the  place  of  a  regular  force, 
and  includes  all  persons  liable  to  bear  arms  between  twenty 
and  thirty-five  years  of  aire. 

2d.  The  Reserve,  including  all.  persons  between  the 
of  thirty- five  and  forty. 

3d.  The  Landwehr,  including  all  persons  between  the 
ages  of  forty  and  forty-five. 

4th.  The  Levy-in-masse,  or  Landsturm,  which  is  not 
Organized,  and  is  only  called  out  in  great  emergencies. 

The  discipline  and  proficiency  of  this  force  is  maintained 
by  a   theoretical   instruction   in   schools,    and  by   fr 
drills  and  exercises.     The  basis  of  the  whole  system  is  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  duty 
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of  all  citizens  between  certain  ages  to  perform  military 
service.     As  a  consequence  there  are  few  exemptions,  so 

that  notwithstanding  the  smallness  of  the  population,  an 
army  formidable  in  numbers,  no  less  than  in  discipline,  is 
at  all  times  in  a  state  of  preparation.  This  was  shown  in 
1S40,  on  the  revolt  of  the  seven  cantons  and  the  formation 
of  the  Sonderbund,  when  the  Federal  Government  was  able 
to  march  over  one  hnndred  thousand  of  the  militia  of  the 
loyal  cantons  into  the  rebellious  districts,  and  in  a  cam- 
paign of  less  than  a  month  re-establish  its  authority  and 
restore  order.  Again  in  185G,  on  the  prospect  of  a  war 
with  Prussia,  an  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men,  com- 
pletely armed  and  equipped,  was  called  out  to  defend  the 
countrv  from  invasion. 

These  references  are  made  simply  to  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that,  should  Congress  take  up  the  subject,  there 
will  be  no  necessity  of  adopting  an  untried  scheme.  A 
noble  system  of  military  training  and  discipline  could  be 
founded  on  the  basis  of  those  prevailing  under  European 
governments  ;  nor  would  it  be  difficult  to  assimilate  many 
of  their  more  important  features  to  the  form  of  onr  insti- 
tutions and  the  character  of  our  population.  A  standing 
army  equal  to  any  emergency  will  never  be  tolerated  under 
the  existing  state  of  things,  whilst  we  have  daily  evidence 
that  one  no  larger  than  the  present  is  of  but  small  account, 
so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned,  in  a  contest  where  a  single 
State  sends  one  hundred  thousand  men  to  the  Held.  To 
consider  it  in  the  future  as  a  school  of  instruction,  drawing 
its  pupils  from  the  several  States  by  draft  and  according  to 
population,  for  a  service  of  two  years,  would  be  one  of  the 
best  features  in  any  plan  for  re-organizing  the  militia. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  thai  Congress  will  give  to  this  subject 
that  prompt  and  careful  consideration  which  its  importance 
demands.  Whilst  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  S1  • 
can  do  much  to  improve  their  military  organizations  under 
the  law  of  1792,  they  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
Congress  alone  possesses  that  full  jurisdiction  over  the  sub- 
ject which  is  necessary  to  give  the  country  a  complete  and 
uniform  system,  and  its  action  should  be  invoked  by  appro- 
priate resolutions. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  obli- 
gations to  my  predecessor,  General  J.  Meredith  Read,  Jr., 
through  whose  unremitting  exertions  the  great  increase  in 
the  business  of  this  Department  had  been  arranged  and 
sy stematised;  to  Col.  Duncan  Campbell,  Assistant  Adjutant 
General,  who  has  been  charged  with  the  duties  connected 
with  the  militia,  and  especially  to  Col.  George  Bliss,  Jr., 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  on  duty  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  the  great  assistance  he  has  rendered  in  the 
organization  of  the  large  force  placed  in  service  from  that 
part  of  the  State.  Nor  should  I  omit  to  commend  to  the 
favorable~notiee  of  your  Excellency  the  clerks  employed 
in  this  Department,  who  have  all  manifested  the  uti  wsrt 
Real  and  devotion  to  the  service,  in  the  arduous  duties  which 
have  been  necessarily  thrown  upon  them. 

It  remains  for  me  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  your 
Excellency,  a  list  of  the  tables  and  statements  accompanying 
-ds  report. 

Schedule  A  contains  a  detailed  statemeni  of  the  ana-  an  i 
"ici-outrements  in  the  hands  of  the  troops,  and  also  such  as 
?--"!V  in  the  arsenals  of  the  State. 

(A.  25. S.  30. J  4 
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B  and  C  show  the  amount  of  commutation  collected 

throughout  the  State,  and  the  mode  and  extent  of  its  dis- 
bursement by  the  military  auditing  hoards. 

D  gives  the  returns  of  brigade  inspectors  bo  far  as  they 
have  been  received. 

E  contains  a  list  of  the  companies  which  have  been  orga- 
nized during  the  year,  the  date  of  organization,  the  arm  of 
service,  and  the  name  of  the  commandant. 

F  gives  the  returns  of  hoards  of  supervisors,  or  persons 
liable  to  military  duty. 

G.  Reports  of  general  officers  and  of  brigade  inspectors. 

II.  Roster  of  the  militia  forces  of  the  State. 

I.  Recapitulation  of  the  militia  forces  of  the  State. 

J.  List  of  the  several  militia  districts. 

K.  Roster  of  the  volunteer  force  in  service  from  this 
State,  giving  the  number  of  each  regiment,  the  date  of  its 
organization,  the  names  of  the  held  and  line  officers,  the 
date  of  their  commissions  and  rank,  date  of  muster  and 
strength,  and  date  of  departure  from  the  State. 

L.  List  of  companies  accepted  under  the  act  of  April, 
1G,  with  name  of  captain  and  date  of  acceptance. 

M.  List  of  independent  acceptances  granted  at  Washing- 
ton to  persons  in  this  State. 

N.  List  of  officers  rendered  supernumerary  by  consolida- 
tions. 

0.  Number  and  location  of  regimental  camps. 

P.  Opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General  in  the  case 
of  the  disputed  election  in  company  A.  14th  regiment,  X. 
Y.  S.  M. 

Q.  Proclamation  of  the  President,  April  15th. 
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R.  Requisition  of  the  Secretary  War,  April  15th. 
S.  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  April  16th. 
T.  Proclamation  of  the  President,  May  3d. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

THO'S  HILLHOUSE, 

Adjutant  General. 
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The  First  Division  of  New   York  State  Militia   in  account  current 
icith  Daniel  Devlin,  County  Treasurer. 

1861.  Dr. 

Jan.     5.  To  cash  paid  George  Mawbey,  janitor $40  50 

10.  "           Col.  Pinckney,  for  secretary  50  00 

10.  "  Nesbitt  &  Co.,  for  printing.  228   13 

18.  "  T.  Waldon.  marshal,  for   at- 
tending court  martial,  1st,  2d,  and  4th 

brigade 124  00 

22.  To  cash  paid  New  York  Sun  for  advertis- 
ing   8   00 

25.   To  cash  paid  Stephens   &  Co.,  for  carpen- 
ter's work  at  armory 5  57 

Feb.     2.  To  cash  paid  George  Mawbey,  janitor 45  00 

5.  "  New  York  Gas  Light  Co.'s 

bill 52  24 

Mch.    2.  To  cash  paid  George  Mawbey,  janitor 45   Gl 

Apr.  17.               "            George  Mawbey,  janitor 43   25 

19.  "            W.  C.  Welch,  for  use  of  state 
arsenal.. 2G0  00 

May     3.  To  cash  paid  T.  Waldon,  attending  court, 

trial  Col.  Corcoran •         78  00 

0.  To  cash  paid  G.  Mawbey,  attending  court, 

trial  Col.  Corcoran 3000 

11.  To  cash  paid  T.  Waldon,  for  attend:;]-  1st 

Brig,  court 10  00 

June    4.  To  cash  paid  T.  Waldon,  for  attending  3d 

Brig,  court _ . .  22  00 

Aug.  1G.  To  cash  paid   T.  Waldon,  for  attending 

trial  of  Lieut.  Hilderbrandt 24  00 

Sept.   7.  To  cash  paid  George  Mawbey,  janitor 199  50 

Nov.  4.  Distribution  of  this  amount  to  13  regi- 
ments, viz.:  1st,  3d,  4th,  5th,  Gth,  7th, 
8th.  11th,  12th,  22d, 37th, 69th and  71st, 
to  each  regiment  $325,  per  res  dution  of 

division  board,  passed  Nov.  1,  lvGl 4,225.00 

5.  To  cash  paid  George  Mawbey,  janitor 70  50 


\ 


$50 

00 

1,054 

C3 

G 

00 

120 

00 

27 

00 

ZG 

00 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL.  01 

Nov.    5.  To  cash  paid  J.  C.  Pinckney,   secretary's 
salary 

5.  To  cash  paid  John  Morris,   marshal,  for 

enrolling 

G.   To   cash   paid   W.   C.   Bryant    &   Co.,   for 
printing  _ 

10.  To  cash  paid  for  Brigade  Inspector  Tay- 
lor's bills  

Mch.    2.  To  casli  paid  Jas.  Price,  enrolling  Co.  C, 

7th  regiment,  for  1859  and  1SG0 

Sept.   G.  To  cash  paid  Nesbitt  &  Co.,  for  printing. 

6.  "  W.    C.    Bryant    &    Co.,    for 

printing 5   75 

Pec.  14.  To   casli   paid   W.   C.  Bryant   &   Co.,   for 

printing 

12.  To  cash  paid  George  Mawbey,  janitor 

12.  "  New   York    Gas    Light    Co. 

bill 

16.  Balance  to  new  account _ 


1860,  Cr. 

Dec.  27.  By  balance  as  per  account  rendered 

1861. 
Jan.   29.  By    cash    received     from    Col. 

Hencken,  4th  regiment  lines.        $43   50 
Commission 43 

30.  By  cash  received  from  Col.  Hal- 

sey,  23d  regiment  lines 50  00 

Commission . .  59 

Feb.    2.  By  cash  received  .from  Col.  Bost- 

wick,  11th  regiment  fines 44  00 

Commission 44 

9.  By  cash  received  from  Lt.  Col. 

Devin,  1st  regiment  tines 125  00 

Commission 1    25 


43 

50 

40 

50 

1!>4 

45 

i>. »  Jo 

51 

$10,981 

C4 

$2,033 

S3 

43  07 


5S  41 


123  75 


02  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

Feb.  20.  By  cast  received  from  Col.  Van 

Beuren,  9tb  regiment  fines..       $49  00 
Commission _ 4!) 

20.  By  cash  received  from  Col.  Van 
Beuren   as   president   of  3d 
Brigade  court  martial,  fines.         27  00 
Commission 27 

Nov.  4.  By  cash  received  from  receiver 
of  taxes  for  militia  commu- 
tations collected  by  him 8,587   77 

Commission 85  b7 

Dec.  10.  By   cash    received     from    Col. 

Ward,  12th  regiment  fines..        102  00 
Commission 1   02 


48  51 


:t>   t 


8.501   90 


101   88 


$10,981  64 


Errors  excepted. 


Chamberlain's  Office,  New  York,  Dec.  1G,  1861. 

DANIEL  DEVLIN, 

Chamberlain. 


ADJUTANT  GENERAL,  0 


Chamberlain's  Office,      ) 
New  York,  Dec.  16,  1861.  J 

Statement  of  receipts  and  payments  by  the  city  Chamberlain  en 
account  of  each  of  the  regiments  composing  the  first  division  of 
JV*.  Y.  S.  M.,  from  15th  December,  lbGO,  to  the  loth  December^ 
ISGl  : 

First  Regiment. 

Receipts.     Payments.       Balance. 

1SG0.  Cr. 

Pec.     15.  By  balance  at  this  date $59-4  4S 

1861. 
Nov.      4.  By  commutation    money,    per 
resolution   of  the   Division 
Board _ 325  00 


$919  48 


1861. 

Jan. 

IS. 

22. 

Feb. 

i. 

19. 

April 

4. 

June 

21. 

July 

13. 

Aug 

20. 

20. 

Sept. 

Dec. 

3. 

Dr. 

Cash  paid  J.  W.  Oliver $16  00 

do         Serg't  Mahnkin 34  00 

do         Lt.  Col.  Devin 15  00 

do         Capt.  Mintou 30  00 

•     do          J.  W.  Oliver 11  00 

do         Lt.  Reiss 85  00 

do         J.  W.   Oliver 14  50 

do         G.  L.  Maxwell 29  13 

do         F.  Manching 85  00 

do         I^.  Manhkin 33  50 

do         Lt.  Reiss.. 50  00 


$408  13 


$511 


OJ 


Second  Regiment. 
1SG0. 
Dec.     15.   By  balance $414  00 

ISGl.                                   Dm 
Feb.    19.  To  cash  paid  J.  Newman $414  00 


94  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 

Third  Regiment. 

EUoaipU.     Pftjmesto.      Dalanec. 

L861. 

Nov.  4.  By  commutation  money  ol 
1 861,  per  resolution  of  Di- 
vision Board  $325  00 

1861.  Dr. 

Nov.      9.  Tocasb  paid  Lt.  Col.  Menck.$325  00 

Fourth  Regiment. 
1SG0. 

Dec.     15.   By  balance $414    00 

1861. 

Nov.  4.  By  commutation  money  of 
186  L,  per  resolution  of  Di- 
vision Board  325  00 

$730  00 
1861.  Dr. 

Aug.      7.  To  cash  paid  F.  F.  Gunther, 

paymaster ,..-.$414   00 

$325  00 

Fifth  Regiment. 
1SG0. 
Nov.      4.  By    commutation    money    of 
1861,  p  T  i'- solution  of  Di- 
vision Board  $325  00 

Dec.     10.  T>>  casli  paid  Chas.  Steinway, 

paymaster $325  00 

Sixth  Regiment. 
1861. 
Nov.      4.  By    commutation    money    of 
1861,  per  r — lution  of  Di- 
vision Board !    -" 

1861.  Dr. 

Nov.    27.  To  cash  paid  pay  master  Dis      S  •-•"   00 


ADJUTANT  GENERAL.  05 

Seventh  Regiment. 

Receipt!.     Payments.       L 

1861. 
Nov.      l.  By    commutation    money    of 
1861,  per  resolution  of  Di- 
vision Board '  $325  00 

1861.                                   Dr. 
Deo.     1-.  To  cash  paid  A.  Kemp,  pay- 
muster $325  00 

Eighth  Regiment. 
1861. 
Nov.      4.  By    commutation    money    of 
1861.  as  distributed  by  Di- 
vision Board $325  00 

<;J20 


»OK  00 


Ninth  Regiment. 
I860. 

Dec.     15.  By  balance $562  28 

1861.                                     Dr. 
Jan.       5.  To  cash  paid  IT.  L,  King,  pay- 
master   $148  28 

Feb.    IS.  To  cash  paid  II.  L.  King,  pay- 
master     414   00 

£50:2  28 

Eleventh   Regiment. 
1861. 
Nov.      4.  Y>y    commutation    money    of 

1861,  as  distributed  by  reso- 
lution of  Division  Board  _.  $325  00 

1861.  Dr. 

Nov.      G.  To  cash  paid  Col.  \Taidhof...$325  00 

Twelfth  Regiment. 
1861. 
Nov.      4.  By    commutation    money    ^l' 
186  L,  distributed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Division  Board.  i  125  00 

$325  09 
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Receipts.     P&jments.     Balances. 

1861. 
Now       1.    By    commutation    money    of 
1861,  distributed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the*Division  Board.  £325  00 

1861.  Dr. 

Doc.       4.  To  cash  paid  W.  13.  Meeker, 

paymaster §325  00 

Thirty-Seventh  Regiment. 
1861. 
Nov.      4.  By    commutation    money    of 
1801,  distributed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Division  Board  .  $325  00 
1SCL                                      Dr. 
Dec.     16.  To  cash  paid  Walter  Roome, 

paymaster  ._ §325  00 

Fifty-Fifth  Regiment. 
18G0. 
Dec.     15.  By  balance $009  22 

1861.  Dr. 

Feb.    20.  To  cash  paid  Lt.  Col.  Le  Cierc  6500  00 
April  30.  do  do  do  409   22 

8909  22 

Sixty-Ninth  II  e  g  i  ment. 
1861. 
Nov.      4.  By    commutation    money    of 
1861,  distributed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Division  Board.  §325  00 

>325  00 

I 
Seventy-Firs r  Regiment. 
1861. 
Nov.      4.   By    commutation    money    of 

1861.  distributed  by  res 

tion  of  the  Divisi  n  Board.  S325  00 

1861,  Da. 

Dec.       7.  To  cash  paid   to  Adjutant  A. 

U.  Pride §325  00 
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Twenty-Third  Regiment. 

Receipt*.     Payments.      Balance. 

1SG0. 

Dec.     By  balance _..  $00-4  97 

1861.  Dr. 

Jan.     30.  To  cash  paid  A.  Rutherford..  $85  00 

Feb.     27.  do         Br.  Col.    Raynor  71  00 

March   6.  do                      do  75  62 

7.  do         Capt.  Rutherford  114  06 

11.  do         Br.    Col.    Raynor  1)1  75 

April     2.  do                      do  4-4  25 

$481   68 
$183  29 

E.  E. 
Chamberlain's  Office,  New  York,  Dec.  16M  1861. 

DAN'L  DEVLIN, 

Chamberlain. 
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SCHEDULE  G. 

Head-Quarters,  First  Division,  X.  Y.  S.  M.  ) 

New  York,  December  ZQth,  1SC1.  ^ 

Brig.  Gen.  Hillhouse,  Adft  General  JV.  Y.  jS.  M.\ 

General. — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  held  two 
parades  of  thid  division  only,  during  the  present  year,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  one  on  the  22d  of  February  last,  at  which  the 
Commander-in-chief  and  the  general  staff  of  the  State  were  pres- 
ent, and  the  other  upon  the  25th  of  November  last.  An  officers' 
meeting,  for  military  improvement,  was  held  on  the  22d  of  Janu- 
ary last,  and  two  other  meetings  ordered  for  the  24th  and  30th 
instant,  were  necessarily  countermanded  in  consequence  of  the 
occupation  of  the  drill  rooms  by  munitions  of  war.  and  the  large 
amount  of  extra  duty  performed  by  the  division. 

During  the  present  year,  a  number  of  regiments  of  this  divi- 
sion have  been  engaged  in  actual  service  by  the  authority  of  the 
Commander-in-chief,  under  requisitions  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  viz.  :  On  the  17th  of  April,  1SG1,  I  issued  orders 
for  the  Seventh  regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  to  embark  for  Washington ; 
on  the  19th  of  April,  I  issued  orders  for  the  6th,  12th  and  7 1st 
regiments,  to  embark  for  the  same  place;  on  the  20th  of  April. 
for  the  Sth  and  69th  regiments  to  embark  for  Annapolis;  on  the 
24th,  the  7 9th  regiment  was  directed  to  hold  themselves  in  r 
ness,  and  were  subsequently  embarked  for  Washington;  on  the 
27th,  the  oth  regiment  was  ordered  to  embark  for  Annapolis,  and 
the  2d  and  55th  to  go  into  camp  and  prepare  for  embarkation. 
The  2d  regiment  went  into  camp  upon  the  Battery,  and  subse- 
quently embarked  without  orders. 

All  these  regiments,  except  the  7th  and  2d,  were  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for  three  months,  and  served 
creditably  for  that  period, 

The  7th  regiment  served  at  Washington  and  in  Virginia  for  one 
month,  and  was  honorably  discharged,  and  the  2d  regiment  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States'  service  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war. 

The  Oth  and  79th  regiments,  X.  Y.  S.  M.,  have  also  been  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States'  service  tor  three  years  or  during 
the  war. 
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This  division  lias,  therefore,  furnished  ton  full  regiments  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  six  of  which  w<  re  i  ed  within 

three  'lays  after  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  from  Washington. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  I  reported  in  person,  with  my  staff,  to  the 

the  President  and  Lt.  General  Scott  at.  Washington,  and  was  by 

General   Orders   of  the   22d   of  May.    placed    in  command  of  the 
militia  and  volunteer  regiments  from  the  State  of  New  York* 

On  the  24th  of  May.  under  orders  of  Lieut.  Gen.  .Scott.  1  tor,k 
command  of  a  detachment  which  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  t<><>k 
possession  of  Arlington  Heights,  Alexandria,  and  the  adjacent 
country. 

This  detachment  consisted  of  the  5th,  7th.  8th,  12th,  25th, 
28th  and  G9th  X.  Y.  S.  M.,  the  11th  New  York  Volunteers,  the 
1st  Michigan  and  three  New  Jersey  regiments,  three  companies 
of  cavalry,  one  battery  of  light  artillery,  and  one  com]',  :y  of 
sappers  and  miners;  and  the  movement  was  eminently  success- 
ful. The  whole  force  was  immediately  engaged  in  throwing  up 
entrenchments  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac,  which  have 
ever  since  been  in  possession  of  our  forces. 

'  On  the  25th,  1  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of  Virginia, 
which  was  first  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  President  and 
Lis  Cabinet. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  General  McDowell  having  been  appointed, 
by  the  War  Department,  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of 
Virginia,  I  was  relieved' and  returned  to  my  command  in  the  city 
of  Washington. 

This  command  was  now  from  time  to  time  increase. 1  by  the 
arrival  of  the  New  York  Volunteers,  until,  on  the  4th  of  July,  I 
paraded  23,000  I  n  of  the  New  York  Volunteers  and  Militia, 
before  the  President  and  General  Scott. 

On  the   6th   of  July,  at  the   request   of  Lieut.  Gen.   Scott   and 
the  Cabinet,  who  were  impatient   at  the  delays  of  Major  General 
Paterson,  I  consented  to  waive  rank  to  that  officer,  and  take 
mand  of  a  division  under  him.  on  the  Upper  Potomac.     1  Bent  off 
that  evening,  the  19th  and  28th  regiments  X.  Y.  V.,  and   left  the 
next   day  with    the  5th    and  12th    X.  Y.    S.    M.,    for    Elag    rsl 
Maryland,  via.   Harrisburgh,  crossed  the   Potomac  at  Will' 
port  at  sundown  on  the  Dth  of  July,  and  after  marching  all  - 
arrived    at   Martinsburgh,    Virginia,   at   daylight   on  the    l<uh  of 
July.     I  here  reported  to  General  Paterson,  and  took  command 
of  a  division  of  8,000  men,  principally  of  New  York  regiments. 
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On  the  L5th  of  July,  the  army  advanced  from  Martinsburg  to 
Bunker's  Hill,  a  village  about  ten  miles  (Vom  Winchi  iter,  where 
the  rebels,  about  20.0(h)  men,  under  General  Johnson,  were  there 

encamped  ;   our  whole  force  being  about  22,000. 

Preparations  were  here  made  for  an  advance  on  Winchester, 
and  pickets  were  thrown  forward,  and  a  road  opened  by  my  orders, 
so  as  to  flank  the  enemy's  camp  at  Winchester,  and  interpose  our 
army  between  the  enemy  and  the  Shenandoah  river.  But  after 
midnight,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  July,  I  received  orders 
from  General  Pater  son  to  march  at  3  a.  m.  upon  Charles  town,  22 
miles  from  Winchester,  covering  the  march  of  the  residue  of  his 
army  to  that  point. 

This  movement  was  effected,  and  on  the  same  day,  at  one  o'clock 
P.  M.,  General  Johnson,  with  8,000  men,  left  his  camp  at  Win- 
chester, forded  the  Shenandoah  river,  and  arrived  at  Mae  jsas 
the  19th  of  July;  and  the  residue  of  his  army  (except  the  sick 
and  wounded)  left  the  next  day  and  arrived  on  Sunday  during 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

From  Charlestown,  General  Paterson  retreated,  on  the  21- 
July,  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  on  the  25th  of  July  (being  honora- 
bly discharged)  took  leave  of  the  army,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
command  of  the  department  by  Major  General  Banks,  who,  on  the 
28th  of  July,  retreated  into  Maryland. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  I  was  relieved  from  duly  in  this  depart- 
ment at  my  own  request,  and  proceeded  to  my  command  at  Wash- 
ington, where  I  continued  until  my  term  of  service  expired  on 
the  15th  of  August,  when  I  returned  to  New  York,  and  resumed 
the  command  of  the  First  Division. 

I  have  been  since  engaged  in  re-organizing  my  division  which 
if  supplied  with  arms  and  equipments  could  now  parade  6,000 
effective  men  exclusive  of  the  regiments  still  in  the  field. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CI  IAS.  W.  SANDFORD, 

Major  General  \d  Div.  X.   V.  S.  M. 
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IIlad  Quarters,  5th  Division  X.  Y.  8,  M., 
Oneonta,  .Yov.  dth,  L861, 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Hillhouse,  Adju'L  Gen.  A".  I'.  .V  ^V. : 

Sir — I  hereby  report  that  on  the  9th  and  10th  days  uf  May 
last,  at  Cooperstown,  I  caused  to  he  held  the  meeting  of  genera] 
officers,  field  officers,  division,  staff,  and  brigade  inspectors  of 
this  division,  as  required  by  the  regulations,  and  thereat  ex- 
amined the  system  of  tactics  directed  to  be  pursued  in  this  State, 
making  illustrations  of  the  movement,  and  explaining  the  applica- 
tion of  such  movements  to  the  evolutions  of  the  line. 

At  said  meeting  the  officers  caused  a  circular  to  be  printed, 
directed  to  the  assessors  of   the  several   towns   in    said  divit 
reminding  them   of  their   duty  in  regard  to    the  enrolment,  and 
the  result  is,  that  a  far  better   enrolment  has  been  made  by  them 
than  during  any  previous  year. 

And  I  also  report  that  I  ordered  a  brigade  drill  of  the  officers. 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  musicians  under  the  command 
of  Brig.  Gen.  Bassett,  at  Oneonta,  on  the  19th  and  20th  days  of 
September  last,  and  superintended  the  instruction  of  the  same. 

Capt.  Atwood  of  the  United  States  engineers  generously  con- 
sented to  act  as  instructor,  and  rendered  us  very  valuable  service. 

The  brigade  improved  in  the  exercise  in  a  decided  manner, 
and  I  reviewed  the  said  12th  brigade  accompanied  by  my  staff, 
armed,  equipped  and  mounted. 

Also,  that  I  have  attended  the  parades  of  the  regiments  in  the 
18th  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Danforth,  at 
Middleburgh  and  Cherry  Valley,  superintended  the  instruction  in 
the  30th  and  40th  regiments,  and  reviewed  the  same  accompanied 
by  my  staff. 

I  also  report  that  I  have  attended  the  annual  parade  of  the 
19th  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Petrie,  with  the  divi- 
sion stall*  at  Berwick,  Chenango  county,  on  the  first  days  of  Octo- 
ber last  past,  and.  that  I  reviewed  that  brigade. 

And,  I  also    add.  that    at  the  close  of  the    review  in    the   39th 
regiment,  the  regiment  at  the  request  of  Col.  Shaul  unanimously 
agreed  to  volunteer    their  services   during  the  |  resent  war, 
are  now  in  camp  at  Cherry  Valley. 

Also,  the  l'.'th  brigade  voted  to  enlist  during  the  war,  and 
petitioned  the  Comman  ler-in-ehiel  to  establish  a  branch  depot 
within  the  limits  of  said  division,  so  that  said  brigade  by  n  fo- 
ments could  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United.  Si  il    3. 
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Although  our  ranks  have  been  thinned  by  enlistment  into  the 
Berviceof  the  Government,  and  it  La  not  beyond  dispul  I  I 

organization  of  the  militia  has  furnished  more  and  better  re- 
cruits tor  the  service  titan  from  any  other  source,  still  our 
organization  in  this  division  is  complete,  and  all  are  ready  and 
anxious  to  obey  the  order  of  the  Government,  and  rally  to  the 
support  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  to  crush  out  the  most 
wicked  and  outrageous  rebellion  that  ever  i  listed  in  any  c 
I  am  General,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  8.  BURNSIDE,  Major  General, 

i>th  Division  A*.   Y.  S,  M. 


Head  Quarteks,  Secono  Brigade.  ) 
New  York,  Dec.  '2^!.h,  I  SGI.       ^ 

To  Brigadier  General  Thomas  Hillhouse, 

.  Adjutant  General \  Albany: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  send  with  this  the  report  of  Col 
Louis  Burger   of  the   5th  regiment,  made  this  day.     It  is  so  full 
and  explicit,  that  I  deem  it  due  to  that  meritorious  and  effi< 
ofHcer  to  submit  it  to  your  inspection  entire. 

The  5th,  like    all   the    regiments  of  the    1st  division  tl 
loft  the  city,  is  now  re-organizing  and  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
best  in  the  State. 

On  the   :21st  April,  the   6th  and   12th  regiments  left  for  V.' 
ington,  and  performed  duties  similar  to  that  oi   the  5th.      1 
directed  Major  Rathbun  oi'  the  6th,  and  Col.  Ward  of  the    I 
who  were  with  their  regiments,  while  in  the  service  of  the  1 
States  to  report,  but  have  not  yet  received  them. 

The  call  of  the  President  for  volunteers,  not  inch:', 
or  artillery  ;   the  4th  regiment,  containing  both  tl  'ms,  is  the 

only  regiment  in  the  brigade  that   has    not   done  duty  in  tl. 
vice  of  the  general  Government;  many  of  its  members 
ever,  now  in  tin:  service  as  officers,  non-commissi  I 

privates.     The  guns  and  harness  were  In  the  hitter:  :     . 

Bent  with  the  various  stores 

gun-room  appropriated  as  a  kitchen,  leaving  to  the  regime) 
arms  to  drill  with,  or  rooms  to  drill  in.    The,'. 
necessarily  been  limited  to  such  as  could 

[A.  25. S.  30.J  8 
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tho  instructions  to  those  movements  laid  down  in  the  la  it  "  annua] 
course  of  instruction  for  infantry."  The  practice  thus  forced 
upon  them  has  been  of  .great  benefit,  and  the  artillery  companies 
would  not  hesitate  to  compete  in  the  battalion  movements  with 
most  of  the  infantry  regiments  in  the  1st  division. 

The  second  brigade  has  furnished  its  full  quota  of  officers  and 
men  for  the  service  of  the  general  Government.  Brigadier  G<  i  - 
ral  Yates  was  early  detached,  and  the  brigade  deprived  of  its 
proper  head,  and  its  indefatigable  and  accomplished  instructor, 
when  his  experience  was  most  wanted  by  his  command.  Of  its 
field  officers,  Colonel  Butter  field  of  tho  12th  now  commands  a 
brigade  on  the  Potomac  ;  Colonel  Pinckney  of  the  6th,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Zook  of  the  same,  each  command  regiments  in  the 
United  States  volunteers.  Of  the  brigade  staff,  Brigade  Major 
Alford,  Engineer  Hubbell,  and  Captain  Allcock  are  likewise  in 
the  service  as  field  officers.  Surgeon  Mott  is  engaged  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  United  States.  Thus  -leaving  of  the 
field  and  staff  of  the  brigade,  but  two  field,  and  two  staff  officers, 
who  are  not  now  doing,  or  have  done  duty  in  the  service  of  tho 
people  in  suppressing  the  present  unnatural  rebellion. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HINCKEN,  Colonel  Uh  Regiment, 

Comma7iding  2d  Brigade. 


Head  Qcarters,  Seventh  Brigade.  X.  Y.  S.  M.  ? 
Nkw  burgh,  November  30,  1861.  ^ 

Gen.  Thos.  Hillhouse,  Adft  Gen.  of  the  Slate  of  New  York: 

Gen. — I  have  tip'  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  this,  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  1861.  In  pursuance  of  orders  issued  by  me 
in  January  last,  the  arms  ami  equipments  of  the  brigade  were 
carefully  inspected,  and  placed  in  the  best  possible  condition  for 
immediate  service.  During  the  winter,  in  addition  to  the  weekly 
drills,  extra  meetings  were  had  for  military  instruction  by  each 
company,  and  enlisting  orders  were  extensively  circulated  through- 
Out  the  district  under  my  command.  To  the  I  the  Gei 
Government,  for  troops,  in  the  early  part  ot  Last  .-pin:.:,  six! 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  members  of  tin*  Sei  brig  le  X. 
Y.  S.  M.,  patriotically  responded.  In  April  Last,  in  compliance 
with    orders   to  be   in  readiness   to  inarch   to  the   seat   of  war   at 


ADJUTANT    GENERAL.  115 


twelve  hours'  notice,  the  several  regiments  comprising  this  brig- 
ade repaired  with  alacrity  to  their  respective  places  of  rendez- 
vous, and  awaited  with  impatience,  and  for  weeks,  the  signal 
their  departure  to  the  scene  of  action.     Through  the  liberality  of 

patriotic  citizens,  uniforms,  blankets,  knapsacks,  and  such  equip- 
ments as  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  arsenals  of  the  Slate, 
were  furnished  to  the  troops.  Provision  was  made  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  families  of  those  who  were  expected  to  be  called  from 
home  to  the  battle  field,  and  a  large  number  of  those  who  were 
in  the  ranks  of  the  brigade  entirely  discontinued  their  business 
avocations,  and  devoted  themselves  to  preparations  for  a  cam- 
paign in  the  service  of  their  country.  The  alacrity  and  unanim- 
ity with  which  our  military  forces  responded  to  the  requisition  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  speedily  furnished  to  the  service 
a  much  larger  number  of  troops  than  the  quota  required  from  tins 
State,  and  unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  to  have  accepted  the 
services  of  all  the  regiments  then  in  readiness  for  the  war.  The 
determination  of  the  General  Government  to  receive  no  more 
than  the  specified  quota  from  this  State  caused  general  dissatis- 
faction. The  non-acceptance  of  the  regiments  of  my  command 
seemed  for  a  time  to  paralyze  the  whole  brigade,  and  induced  the 
formation  of  a  committee  to  visit  the  Commander-in-chief,  and 
solicit  his  personal  influence  on  our  behalf.  The  reply  of  the 
authorities  at  Washington  to  the  telegraphic  dispatch  of  his  Ex- 
cellency dispelled  all  expectations  of  an  early  acceptance  by 
brigade  or  regiment,  and  resulted  in  the  temporary  transfer  of 
companies  and  individual  members  of  the  brigade  to  org  i ni  \  \- 

!tions  already  in  the  held.  Of  the  companies  thus  transferred  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  for  me  to  make  particular 
mention  of  the  Parmenter  riflemen,  Company  L..  of  the  19th  regi- 
ment, X.  Y.  S.  M.  This  company  to  the  number  o(  sixty  was 
transferred  to  the  7 1st  regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  M.,  and  assumed  the 
position  of  Company  1,  in  that  corps,  and  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  A.  V.  H.  Ellis,  an  excellent  and  courageous 
and  most  estimable  citizen.  At  t lie  battle  of  Bull  Run,  this 
company  distinguished  itself  as  an  howitzer  corps,  ami  render  1 
efficient  service  as  appears  frcm  the  official  reports  of  General 
Burnside  and  others.  At  this  unfortunate  battle,  the  Pan 
riflemen  lest  five  in  killed  ami  wounded.  There  are  now  forty  of 
this  noble  band  at  the  seat  o{  war.  Other  companies  and  indi- 
viduals from  my  command  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  pres- 
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ent  war,  and  it  is  with  feelings  of  pride  that  I  report  that  nine 
hundred  and   sixteen  enrolled  members  of  my  command  are  now 

in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  the  seat  of  war,  of  which 
number  thirty-three  are  commissioned  ollicers,  as  will  mure  fully 
appear  by  reference  to  the  returns  of  the  Brigade  Inspector. 

In  pursuance  of  paragraph  535,  of  the  General  Regulations  for 
the  military  forces  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  the  field  officers 
and  brigade  staff  officers  of  the  Seventh  brigade,  X.  Y.  S.  ML, 
were  called  together  for  theoretic  instruction  at  Peekskiil,  in  the 
county  of  Westchester,  on  the  second  and  third  days  of  October 
last.  The  result  of  the  meeting  was  highly  satisfactory. 
-  On  the  first  day  of  October  last  I  issued  the  following  General 
Orders,  viz.  : 

STATE  OF  XEW  YORK.  ^ 

Head  Quarters,  Seventh  Brigade,  X.  Y,  S.  M-,  \ 

XrE\vBURGH,  October  1,  1861.  J 

General  Orders,  jYo.  27. 

The  several  regiments  comprising  the  Seventh  brigade  of  the 
Second  division  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  are 
hereby  ordered  to  parade  uniformed,  armed  and  equipped,  as  the 
law  directs,  for  the  purpose  of  discipline,  and  for  inspection  and 
review,  and  for  the  practice  of  such  course  of  instruction  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Commander-in-chief,  for  the  year  1861,  as 
follows,  viz. : 

The  17th  regiment  at  Ilaverstraw,  in  the  county  of  Rockland, 
•on  the  24th  day  of  October,  18G1. 

The  18th  regiment  at  Sing  Sing,  in  the  county  of  Westchester, 
on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1861. 

The  19th  regiment  at  Newburgh,  in  the  countv  of  Orange,  on 
the  22d  day  of  October,  1861. 

The  regimental  line  will  form  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  parade  ground  and  [dace  o(  rendezvous  of  each  regiment 
will  be  selected  by  the  respective  commandants  thereof. 

Members  of  the  brigade  engaged  in  the  active  service  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  excused  from  attendance  at  the  above  pre- 
scribed parades.  The  number  of  such  absentees,  and  those 
absent   from  other  causes,  will   be   reported   to   tin-    Bi  In- 

spector by  the  commandant  of  each  regiment  respectively,  at  the 
close  of  each  parade. 

The  alacrity  with  which  the  military  forces  of  the  Empire 
State  responded  in  April  last,  to  the  call  of  the  general   Govern- 
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ment  for  trcops  to  suppress  treason  and  rebellion  is  worthy  of 
praise;  and  the  qon-acceptance,  at  that  time,  of  the  regiments 
composing  this  brigade,  and  the  many  other  regiments  which 
were  then  in  readiness  tor  service,  in  addition  to  the  quota  re- 
quired from  this  State,  is  a  source  of  general  regret.  The  dis- 
patch of  the  Commander-in-chief  to  the  President  of  the  Unit  1 
States,  "  that  one  hundred  regiments  could  be  mustered  into  the 
service  easier  than  one  could  be  repressed/7  and  the  fact  that 
every  regiment  in  the  State,  whether  accepted  or  not  as  a  corps, 
lias  furnished  volunteers  to  the  war,  should  be  remembered  with 
pride.  The  largo  number  transferred  temporarily  from  the  regi- 
ments composing  the  seventh  brigade  to  the  regiments  funning 
the  quota  accepted  from  this  State,  has  necessarily  reduced  its 
numerical  strength  ,and  should  stimulate  each  oQicer  and  soldier 
of  the  brigade  to  renewed  efforts  to  place  it  in  a  position  to  speed- 
ily respond  with  full  ranks  to  the  present  demands  of  our  afflicted 
country. 

Commandants  of  regiments  are  charged  with  the  due  promulga- 
tion of  these  orders  and  will  make  returns  thereof  according  to  law. 
By  order  of  Brigadier  General, 

STEPHEN  C.  PARMENTER, 
Commanding  *lth  Brigade  JV".  F.  S.  J\I. 

S.  Emmet  Getty,  Brigade  Inspector. 

In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  orders,  the  18th  and  10th  regi- 
ments paraded,  and  were  reviewed  by  myself  and  staff,  and  were 
duly  inspected.  As  the  Commander-in-chief  did  not  prescribe 
any  course  of  instruction  for  the  year  1861,  the  evolutions  pro- 
scribed for  the  years  1S5S,  1859  and  1SG0,  were  practiced  by 
both  regiments  with  precision  and  accuracy,  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  reviewing  officers,  and  a  large  number  of  spectators. 
Colonels  Ryder  and  Brown  are  experienced  and  accomplished 
officers,  and  to  their  active  exertions  is  the  present  prosperity 
and  military  proficiency  of  their  respective  regiments  in  a  great 
measure  attributable. 

On  the  22d  of  October  last,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  com- 
mandant of  the  17th  regiment  had  been  absent  from  his  regimen- 
mcntal  district  several  weeks,  and  that  the  orders  for  parade  had 
been  but  partially  served.  1  therefore  countermanded  the  orders 
for  the  regimental  parade  of  this  regiment,  and  directed  it  to  bo 
inspected  by  company.  The  result  of  the  inspection  ol  this 
regiment  was  very  creditable. 
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In  May  last  the  respective  regiments  of  this  brigade  comprised 
the  following  number  of  troops,  viz  \ 

Seventeenth   regiment _ 278 

Eighteenth  regiment _ 6Q£ 

Nineteenth  regiment 739 

1,619 
Brigade  officers g 

Total 1,627 

Of  this  number  the  following-  enrolled  members  are  in  the  94  r- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of  war,  from  each  regi- 
ment, viz : 

Seventeenth  regiment 81 

Eighteenth  regiment 361 

Nineteenth  regiment 474 

Total 916 


The    above   statistics   are    obtained  from  the  regimental  and 
company  returns  of  the  brigade,  and  are  perfectly  reliable. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

STEPHEN  CL  PARMENTER,  Brigadier  General, 


Commanding;  1th  Brigade  j\f.   Y.  S.  M. 


Head  Quarters  8th  Brigade,  3d  Div.  X.  Y.  S.  M.  ) 

Samsonvilli:,  December   15,  1861.       \ 

Gen.  Thomas  Hillhouse,  Adj.  Gen.  JV.  Y.  S.  M  : 

Sir. — In  compliance  with  paragraph  527  General  Regulations, 

the  undersigned  respectfully  reports: 

That  he   regrets  being  obliged  to  state  that  the    command 
of  regiments  in  thia  brigade  have  neglected  to  furnish  the  report 
contemplated  by  said  paragraph. 

In  April  last,  the   "20th   regiment,  commanded   by  Col.  George 
W.  Pratt,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  scat  of  war.     The  ranks 
were  filled   up  to  eight    hundred   men,  and   they  were   i 
into  the  U.  S.  service  for  three  months. 

At  the  expiration  of  their  time,  they  returned  heme  and  were 
honorably  discharged. 


ADJUTANT    GENERAL.  119 

In  Sept<  ruber,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  reorganize  for  three 
years  or  during  tlie  war.  In  just  six  weeks  the  ranks  were  filled 
xip  to  one  thousand  men.  They  Left  Kingston  for  the  Beat  of 
war,  on  the  25th  of  October.  They  are  now  station  d  in  the 
front  lines  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  (on  Upton's  XI ill)  ready 
to  aid  in  putting  down  this  great  and  unjust  rebellion  at  anytime 
the  order  is  given  to  advance. 

Col.  Wright,  commanding  the  21st  regiment,  resigned  in  Ifaj 
last,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Cooper  was  elected  Colonel. 

Colonel  Cooper  has  since  gone  to  the  war  as  surgeon  of  the  Ira 
Harris'  cavalry.     The  regiment  is  now  without  a  colonel. 
I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  A.  SAMSON, 
Brig.  Gen.  Sth  Brigade,  A".  Y.  S.  M 


Head  Quarters  10th  Brigade  X.  Y.  S.  M.  \ 
Troy,  December  2,  1861.  J 

Gen.  Thos.  Hillhouse,  Mjutant  General  : 

Dear  Sir — In  obedience  to  paragraph  527,  General  Regulations, 
the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report  : 

That  he  has  not  received  from  the  commandants  of  regiments 
the  reports  contemplated  in  said  paragraph. 

That  he  was   present  at    the  parade  of  the    24th   regiment  for 
officer  drill,  inspection  and  review. 

.  That  he  witnessed  several  of  the  evolutions  in  the  school  of  the 
battalion,  all  of  which  wore  creditably  executed. 

Col.  Crandall  has  been  recently  elected  to  his  present  position, 
and  is  a  most  promising  officer.  I  was  surprised  at  his  ;  i  f<  ct 
familiarity  with  the  minute  details  of  the  different  movements. 
I  find  it  impossible  to  particularize  in  the  condu  ;t  »f  the  line 
officers  and  their  commandants,  as  each  was  attentive  and  per- 
formed his  duty  with  promptness.  The  regiment  turned  out,  in 
numbers,  full  as  well  as  1  could  expect,  for  the  reason  that  Col. 
Carr,  the  brigade  major,  and  many  other  prominent  officers,  in- 
cluding almost  three  full  companies  and  their  comj 
had  enlisted  in  a  volunteer  regiment  for  the  war. 

The  undersigned   ordered    the    parades  of  the    29th    and    30th 
regiments   to   parade    by  companies   instead  o(  by  r.  9,  fur 

the  reason  that  those  two  regiments  have  been  cut  to  pieces  very 
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much,  in  consequence  of  many  of  their  officers  and   members  of 

the  several  companies  have  enlisted  for  the  war,  of  which  reports 
will  probably  be  made  by  the  commanding  officers  to  the  Adju- 
tant General. 

The  29th  regiment,  as  I  have  been  informed,  are  entirely  with- 
out arms  and  equipments. 

The    30th   regiment,  commanded   by  Col.  Crocker,  have    a  few 
arms  and  equipments  in  their  possession,  but   in  very  bad  condi- 
tion, and   but   very  few,  if  any,   fit  for   active    service.     Colonel  , 
Crocker  is  now  re-organizing  his  regiment  for  the  war. 

The  arms  and    equipments  of  the    24th  regiment   arc   all   in  a 
miserable  condition,  none  of  them  fit  for  actual  service.     About 
one  hundred  of  the  arms  have  been  used  by  the  volunteer   regi 
mcnts  quartered  at  this  place  ;   and  used   for   guard  duty,  which 
have  been  rendered  entirely  useless. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
DARIUS  ALLEN, 

Brigadier  General  Commanding 
10th  Brigade  JV.  Y.  S.  M. 


Head  Quarters,  15tii  Brigade  X.  Y.  S.  M., 
M alone,  Dec.  1,  1861. 

Brigadier  General  Thos.  Hillhouse,  Adjutant  General  : 

Sir — Pursuant  to  General  Regulations,  paragraph  527,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report : 

That  the  commandants  of  the  regiments  under  my  command 
have  neglected  to  report  to  me  as  required  by  law  and  regu- 
lations. 

That  the  undersigned  did  in  General  Order  No.  2,  issued  Au- 
gust 19,  1SG1,  require  the  33d  regiment  to  rendezvous,  October 
1st,  for  the  purpose  of  drill,  review  and  inspection;  and  the  34th 
regiment  to  rendezvous  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  for  like 
purpose. 

That  in  Special  Order  No.  13,  I  required  the  field  and  brigade 
staff  officers  to  meet  on  the  13th  day  of  October  for  theoretic 
instruction. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  33d  regiment  having  volunti  r  I 
for  the  war  under  the  proclamation  of  the  Commander-in-chief, 
and  having  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  branch  depot  of 
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volunteers  at  Ogdensburgh,  I  did  in  Special  Order  No.  1G, 
countermand  so  much  of  General  Order  No.  2,  and  Special  Order 
No  13,  as  related  to  the  33d  regiment. 

That  the  34th  regiment  under  command  of  Col.  Charles  Durkee, 
did  in  conformity  with  General  Order  No.  2,  rendezvous  at 
Moira,  and  were  inspected  by  the  brigade  inspector. 

That  the  brigade  staff  oflicers  were  ordered  to  report  at  Camp 
Wheeler,  the  head-quarters  at  Ogdensburgh,  and  did  so  report, 
where  they  gained  much  valuable  experience  in  camp  duty  and 
instruction  in  tactics,  theoretically  and  practically. 

That  the  33d  regiment  is  now  merely  a  skeleton,  mostly  officers 
and  privates  having  gone  to  the  seat  of  war. 

That    the    34th   regiment   is  now  being  recruited  for  the  war, 
also  in   camp   at   Malone,  being   a  branch   of  Albany    depot   of 
volunteers,  and  under  the  command  of  your  obedient  servant, 
S.   C.  F.   THORND1KK,  Brigadier  General. 


To  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Hillhouse,  Adj.  Gen.  State  of  New  York: 

General. — In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Major  General  com- 
manding the  first  division,  pursuant  to  paragraph  774  of  the 
Regulations,  the  undersigned  made  the  annual  inspection  of  the 
1st  and  2d  brigades,  the  inspectors  thereof  being  absent,  and  the 
following  is  his  report  of  the  same,  as  well  as  that  of  the  4th 
brigade,  to  which  he  is  regularly  attached. 

The  first  regiment  of  cavalry  under  command  of  Major  Robert 
Holt,  had  a  total  present  at  inspection,  oi'  50.  officers  and  pri- 
vates; returned  as  absent,  178,  officers  and  privates,  100  of 
which  formed  a  detachment  in  U.  S.  service,  under  command  of 
Lt.  Col.  Devin  ;   since  returned. 

Owing  to  the  crippled  condition  of  the  regiment  at  inspection, 
but  few  movements  were  attempted.  Enough  were  made,  how- 
ever, to  show  that  Major  Holt  was  more  familiar  with  his  duties 
than  the  line  officers  were  with  theirs  ;  as  a  consequence,  the  men 
were  indifferently  drilled,  There  were  three  captains  and  six 
lieutenants  present.  No  return  was  made  l^  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments; their  pistols  and  sabres  were  in  good  condition  and  be- 
long to  the  State. 

The  2d  regiment,  Col.  G.  W.  I>.  Tompkins  commanding,  was 
inspected    at    Pooiesville,    Maryland,   on  the    10th   of    October, 
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consisted  of  ten  infantry  companies,  and  composed  of  three  field, 
five  staff,  G  non-commissioned  staff  officers,  eight  captains,  seven- 
teen lieutenants,  810  sergeants,  corporals  and  privates,  making 
the  total  strength  of  the  regiment  849. 

The  third  regiment,  cavalry,  was  inspected  on  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober. It  was  in  command  of  the  senior  captain,  Budke,  an  offi- 
cer of  experience  and  familiar  with  his  duties,  as  were  the  offi- 
cers generally.  The  whole  number  present  was  1GT,  and  con- 
sisted of  4  staff  officers,  G  captains,  14  lieutenants,  25  sergeants, 
13  corporals,  and  105  privates.  The  absentees  were  2  cap  tail 
7  lieutenants,  23  sergeants  and  corporals,  and  135  privates,  100 
of  which  formed  a  detachment  in  service  of  U.  S.  at  Washing:- 
ton.  The  uniforms,  arms  and  equipments  of  the  regiment,  were 
in  excellent  condition.  One  half  of  the  sabres  belong  to  the 
State.  For  three  years  this  regiment  has  been  without  a  major, 
at  which  the  line  officers  present  expressed  much  regret,  and  re- 
quested me  to  report  it,  and  ask  that  orders  directing  the  post  to 
be  filled  be  issued. 

The  7 1st  regiment,  infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Henry  P. 
Martin,  consists  of  eight  companies,  and  had  present,  exclusive 
of  a  band  of  24  pieces,  a  total  of  41 T  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  which  was  nearly  in  as  great  fere.'  as  at  the 
last  annual  inspection  in  18G0.  This  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
best  drilled  regiments  in  the  militia  service,  if  not  the  best,  to 
which  and  its  excellent  discipline,  was  the  Georgia  regiment  in- 
debted at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  for  its  decimation.  An  officer 
of  the  79th  regiment  stated  to  the  undersigned,  that  while  wait- 
ing orders  to  make  a  forward  movement,  lie  climbed  to  the  top  of 
a  tree  on  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  woods  that  overlooked  that  part 
of  the  battle-field  occupied  by  the  71st  He  said  he  "never  felt 
such  a  glow  of  pride  fur  the  city  of  New  York  and  his  adopted 
country,  as  when  he  witnessed  the  terrible  fire  of  this  regiment, 
or  the  coolness  with  which  it  advanced  in  line  of  battle  and 
halting  to  deliver  its  fire."  "At  each  discharge,"  he  .-aid.  he 
could  see  "numbers  of  the  opposing  regiment  fall,  never  to  ris  i 
a^ain."  The  arms  of  this  regiment  were  truly  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, forming  a  marked  contrast  to  those  of  a  regiment  bel<  Ing 
to  another  brigade,  and  no  less  distinguished  for  the  valor  it  dis- 
played at  Manassas* 

The  73d  regiment  was  inspected  at  Staten  Island  on  the  19th 
of   October.     It    consists  of  live   companies  only,  four  of   which 
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were  inspected.  Three  were  infantry  companies,  and  one  a  rifle 
company.  The  total  present,  exclusive  of  a  band,  was  70.  The 
number  of  guns   inspected  was  59.     They  belong  to  the  State, 

and  were  in  a  dirty,  and  generally  in  an  unserviceable  condition. 
This  regiment  has  not  improved  in  numbers  or  discipline  since 
the  last  inspection.  No  battalion  movements  wore  attempted, 
the  colonel,  Ray  Tompkins,  giving  as  a  reason,  that  he  could  not 
perform  any.  The  infantry  companies  A,  D  and  F,  have  one 
style  of  uniform,  and  the  rifle  company  G  another,  which  it  de- 
clines to  abandon. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  71st  and  73d  regiments  comprise  the  1st 
brigade,  and  is  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  C.  V>.  Spicer, 
who  with  his  staff,  appropriately  uniformed,  were  inspected  with 
the  7 1st  regiment. 

The  2d  brigade.  Brigadier  General  Charles  Yates,  command- 
ing; but  under  temporary  command  of  Colonel  Hincken,  consists 
of  the  4th,  5th,  6th  and  12th  regiments. 

(The  4th  artillery,  Colonel  Hincken,  had  at  inspection  a  total 
present  of  ICO,  this  included  the  field  and  staff.  Returned  as 
absent  two  officers  and  61  privates,  making  the  total  strength  of 
the  regiment  232.  Its  buttery  having  been  taken  for  service  in 
the  field,  no  return  of  arms  or  equipment  was  made. 

The  5th  regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  L. 
Burger,  since  elected  colonel,  was  inspected  on  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  had  present  one  held,  live  staff,  and  six  non-com- 
missioned staff  officers,  a  detachmect  of  sappers  and  miners.  10  j 
22  captains  and  lieutenants,  49  sergeants  and  corporal.-,  14  drum- 
era,  and  238  privates.  Total  present  331.  Absent  one  captain, 
seven  lieutenants,  23  sergeants  and  corporals,  159  prival 
Total  190.  The  united  strength  is  521.  The  arms  belong  to 
the  State  and  were  in  fair  condition  onlv,  of  which  they  return 
possession  of  372.  The  equipments  are  private  property,  and 
are  considerably  worn,  particularly  knapsacks,  which  will  require 
renewal,  as  well  as  their  uniforms,  which  were  almost  entirely  worn 
out  in  the  United  States  service  at  Washington. 

The  6th  regiment  was  not  inspected. 

The  12th  regiment  was  duly  inspected  on  the  24th  of  October, 
it  having  previously  met  for  that  purpose  on  the  L8th,  bui  owing 

itoa  misunderstanding,  the  inspector  was  not  present      The  12th 
did  not  turn  out  as  strongly    as  it   would,  had    there   not   been  a 
t  .       regiment    forming  by   several  o(   the    former  officers  at  the  time. 
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which  prevented  a  Dumber  of  its  members  from  being  present* 
As  an  evidence  of  this,  I  will  mention  thai  five  of  its  nine  com- 
panies had  a  total  present  of  45,  while  the  w  !.•  le  nnmber  present 
was  160,  consisting  as  follows:  Field  and  staff  4,  non-com- 
missioned staff  3,  captains  6.  lieutenants  7,  Bergi  ants  and  corpo- 
rals 35,  drummers  4,  privates  110.  The  whole  number  absent 
was  21G.  In  the  grade  of  privates  the  absentees  were  C(>  per 
cent,  in  excess  of  the  privates  present.  One  company  G,  con- 
tributed G7  of  its  number  to  the  volunteer  regiments  that  have 
been  formed  since  the  return  of  the  12th,  all  acting  in  the  car 
city  of  line  and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  proving  that  the 
militia  training  they  had  previously  received,  with  three  months 
experience  in  actual  service,  eminently  qualified  them  for  the 
new  positions  they  have  assumed.  The  arms  of  this  regiment 
belong  to  the  State,  and  were  not  in  as  good  condition  as  desir- 
able, except  those  of  company  I,  Bvt.  Col.  Raynor  command- 
ing, which  were  in  the  same  excellent  condition  as  at  the  last 
annual  inspection.  This  company  docs  everything  well.  The 
uniforms  and  equipments  are  in  fair  condition — except  the  knap- 
Backs,  which  were  worn  out  in  the  United  States  service  at 
Washington.  Three  hundred  and  sixty-live  are  returned  as  the 
number  of  muskets  in  the  hands  of  the  regiment.  Since  the  in- 
spection, the  Lieut.  Col.,  Ward  then  commanding,  has  been  elected 
colonel.  This  officer  will  bring  the  present  12th  regiment  to 
more  efficiency  and  strength  than  the  original  12th  ever  attained, 
and  will  make  it  one  of  the  best  regiments  in  the  1st  division. 

The  regiments  composing  the  4th  brigade  are  the  11th,  Col. 
Maidhofj   22d,  Col.   Munroe;    69th,    Col.    Coreonan;   7','ih,  Col. 

The  11th  regiment  was  inspected  on  the  14th  of  ^  I  :  .  and 
consisted  of  10  rifle  companies.  There  were  present  at  insp  - 
tion  2   field,  3  staff  and  ?>  non-commissioned  sti  ers  ;  a  de- 

tachment of  sappers  and  miners.  8;  0  captains:  1:)  Lieuteu  ints; 
68  sergeants  and  corporals;  1 2  drummers ;  -"»  bug  rs  I  282 
privates;  total,  411.  Returned  as  absent,  2  lieutenants;  7  ser- 
geants and  corporals;  3  drummers;  1  bugler,  and  llo  privates: 
total  absent,  12:).  The  aerprrejrate  sir-:  nrth  of  the  regiment  is 
534.  Quite  a  number  of  the  absentees  have  joined  the  volnnte  r 
regiments  in  various  capacities.  Comj  any  A.  (apt.  Dimon,  alone 
contributing  27.  A.  number  of  movement-  were  creditably  per- 
formed, establishing  the  fact  that  its  present  colonel  understand* 
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how  battalion  movements  should  be  made.  The  companies  re- 
turn GOO  rifles,  with  bayonets,  as  in  their  possession,  bat  belong- 
ing to  the  State.  The  350  inspected  were  r  order.  The 
accoutrements,  in  good  order,  consisted  of  312  cartridge 
512  bayonet  scabbards,  .520  waist  belts  and  plate-,  and  525  cap 
pouches.  Three  of  the  companies  were  without  cartridge  boxes, 
and  six  companies  were  without  knapsacks,  which  they  are  wait- 
ing for  the  State  to  furnish  them. 

The  22d  regiment  is  newly  organized  and  made  its  first  parade 
on  the  occasion  of  its  first  annual  inspection  on  the  llith  of  Oc- 
tober. It  consists  of  six  companies  fully  uniformed,  armed  and 
equipped.  ]i  had  present  2  field,  2  staff  and  4  non-commissioned 
staff  officers,  5  captains,  10  lieutenants,  20  sergeants,  17  corporals, 
11  drummers  and  21S  privates;  total  present,  289,  exclusive  of 
a  band  of  25  pieces.  The  arms,  500  Enfield  rifles  and  sword 
bayonets,  and  300  full  equipments  are  all  private  property, 
Owing  to  a  severe  rain  that  commenced  falling  it  was  impossible 
for  the  colonel  to  perform  the  movements  that  would  have  been 
made.  Sufficient  was  performed,  however,  to  show  that  the  con- 
fidence of  the  officers  electing  him  was  not  misplaced. 

From  the  exhibition  that  was  made  in  their  drill  in  the  manual, 
and  the  few  battalion  movements   that  were  made,  it  is  perfi 
safe  to  say  that  this  regiment  will  soon  rival  the  most  celebrated 
militia  regiments  of  the  countrv. 

The  69th  regiment  was  inspected  on  the  18th  of  October  at 
their  drill  room  in  Essex  market. 

It  is  composed  of  1  cavalry  and  9  infantry  companies,  and  had 
1  field.  3   staff,  3   non-commissioned  staff  officers,  a   detach] 
of  8  sappers  and  miners,  4  captains.  16  lieutenants,  52  B 
and   corporals,   2   drummers   and    ISO   privates   present,   making 
a   total   of    296   present.     The   absentees    were   1   colonel,   (Cor- 
coran,) 2  captains,  6  lieutenants.  23  sergeants  and  corporals,  and 
220  privates;   total  absent.  252;   aggregate,  521.      Bull  Run  and 
the  newly  organizing  volunteer   69th   account  for  the  absentees. 
The  arms  oi%  this  regiment  consist  of  800  muskets  and  35  -  - 
all  belonging  to  the  Stale.      The  sabres   and   about    300   mui 
were  in  good  condition.      The  300  muskets  had  be<  :i   taken   from 
the  pile  or   heap  win  re   they  had    been    thrown   on    the   return  ^i 
the  regiment  in  July.     Those  remaining  in  the  pile  were  in 
rusted  and  rusting  condition  that  when  they  are  cleaned  and  the 
rust  removed  the  bore  will  be  2-lUO  of  an  inch  larger  than  origi- 
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nally  made.  The  69tb  has  established  a  great  reputation  for 
courage  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  justly  so;  also  for  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  having  made  }■■  r  in 

behalf  of  that  principle ;  it  is  with  regret,  however,  thai    I 
obliged  to  confess  that   tlic   arms  with   which  they  fought      i 
valiantly   were   left  in   the    most   neglected   condition   fur   T: 
months. 

The  79th  regiment  has  not  yet  been  inspected. 

Recapitulation — 1st  Brigade. 

1st  Regiment — field,  stair,  non-com.  staff,  2;  s<  tnts  5  ;  cor- 
porals 5  ;  privates  40;   captains  3:  lieutenants  C, — present,  61. 

2d  Regiment — field,  stall,  non-com.  staff,  14;  sergeants  45; 
corporals  40  ;  privates  725  ;  captains  S  ;  lieutenants  IT — present 
849. 

3d  Regiment — field,  staff,  non-com.  staff.  5  ;   sergeants  25  ;  cor- 
porals  13;    privates   105;  captains   5;    lieutenants   14 — pres 
1G7. 

list  Regiment — field,  staff,  non-com.  staff.  22  :  sergeants  3G  ; 
corporals  2G  ;  privates  283;  captains  3;  lieutenants  13 — present 
383. 

73d  Regiment — field,  staff,  non-com.  staff,  7;  sergeants  S  ;.  cor- 
porals S  ;   privates  43  ;   captains  3  ;   lieutenants  2 — present  71. 

Total:  Field,  staff,  non-com.  staff,  50  :  sergeants  119  ;  corporals 
92;   privates  1,196  ;   captains  22  ;   lieutenants  52  — present  1,531. 

Two  bands,  and  one  detachment  sappers  and  minors — GO. 

Total— 1,591. 

Second  Brigade — present, 

4th  Regiment — field,  staff,  non-com.  staff,  10;  captains  6  :  lieu- 
tenants 14;   privates  159— total  189. 

5th  Regiment — field,  stall',  non-com.  stall',  22;   i  I  ptainsV;  lieu- 
tenants 15;  .sergeants  2G  ;   corporals  23  :   drummers  14;   prr 
238— total  345. 

6th  Regiment — not  inspected. 

12th  Regiment — field,  stall',  non-com.  staff,  G:  captains  6;  lieu- 
tenants 7;  Bergeants  18 j  corporal-  17:  drummers  4;  privates 
110— total  1G8. 

Field,  staff,  non-com.  staff,  38  ;  19  captains,  3<  '  '  cants,  44 
sergeants,  40  corporals,  IS  drummers,  507  privates — total  702. 

One  band,  and  one  detachment  sappers  and  miners — 31. 

Total— 733. 
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Fourth  B\  nt. 

nth  Regiment — field,  staff,  non-com.  staff,  7:  captains  9; 
iientenants  19 ;  sergeants  37;  corporals  31 ;  drnmmers  l  2  :  pri- 
vates 287— total  402. 

22d  Regiment — field,  staff,  non-com.  start*,  7;  captains  5;  li 
tenants  10;  sergeants  20;  corporals  17;  drnmmers  11;  privates 
21 1  — total  284. 

69th  Regiment — field,  staff,  non-com.  staff,  7  ;  captains  4  ;  lieu- 
tenants 16;  sergeants  33;  coporals   10;  drnmmers  2;  prival 
ISO— total  261. 

Field,  staff,    non-com.  staff',   21;  captains   IS,   lieutenants    15, 
sergeants  00.  corporals  67,  drnmmers  24,  privates  681 — total  047. 

Two  bands   and   two   detachments   sappers   and    miners,   G7  — 
1,014. 

Total— 3,338. 

Brig.  Gen.  and  full  staff,  2d  brigade — present  7. 

Brig.  Gen.  and  full  staff,  4th  brigade — present  5 — 12. 

Major  General  and  one  staff  officer   inspected  with  71st    r  ■ 
ment — 2. 

Total  strength  of  the  1st,  2d,  and  4th  brigades  present— 3,352. 

The  total  absent  in  each   brigade   were — 1st  brigade,  G3S;   2d 
brigade,  4G0  :  4th  brigade,  476 — total,  1,583. 

70th  regiment,  about  350— grand  total,  1,033. 

The  entire  strength  of  the   1st,  2d,  and    4th  brigades,  absent 
and  present,  5.285. 

The  ununiformed  militia  in  the  districts  of  the    1st,  2d, 
4th  brigades  enroled,  is  GO, 582. 

Having  witnessed  the  complete  destruction  of  the  uniforms  in 
those  regiments  that  have  returned  from  a  three  month's  service 
at  Washington,  and  of  the  inability  of  many  to  renew  them,  I 
most  earnestly  suggest  that  the  State  renniform  those  whose  term 
of  militia  service  has  not  yet  expired,  and  indemnify  those  wl 
time  has  expired,  in  their  value  at  this  time,  to  ascertain  which, 
an  inspecting  officer  could  with  propriety  be  detailed.  (Ji 
this  shall  be  done,  many  of  the  members  of  regiments  in  tin-  1st 
division  will  be  compelled  to  absent  themselves  from  parad  -. 

All  o(  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  TAYLOR, 
Major  and  Inspector  ith   I  A*,  i*.  ^'.  M. 
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Office  of  Brigade  Inspector,  IGth  BricadeN.  Y.  S.  M. 
Sacket's  Harbor,  October  31s£,  18G1. 
To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  New  York : 

Sir — No  orders  for  inspection  and  review  have  been  issued  for 
the  military  year  1.861,  and,  therefore,  no  inspection  and  review 
have  taken  place  for  said  year.  The  undersigned,  therefore, 
states  that  he  has  been  prevented  from  rendering  the  ordinary 
inspection  returns,  as  required  by  the  military  statute,  title  5, 
article  1. 

For  information  of  the  general  condition  of  the  brigade  I 
would  refer  you  to  my  report  for  1860,  published  in  the  Adjutant 
General's  report  for  the  said  year. 

Whatever  changes  have  taken  place  since  that  report  you  are 
probably  informed  of,  if  commandants  have  acted  up  to  duty. 

The  imperfections  in  the  pay  system  continue  to  be  cause  for 
much  complaint. 

Mostly  the  poor  perform  military  duty ;  and  the  poor  mostly 
enlist  and  fight  our  battles.  They  should  be  better  paid  while 
attached  to  the  militia,  and  taxation  upon  property  should  be 
the  basis  of  the  "pay  system.''  Let  this  system  be  adopted  and 
the  law  of  taxation  be  rigidly  and  honestly  enforced,  there  would 
be  fair  inducement  for  a  performance  of  military  and  camp  duty. 
Had  such  a  system  heretofore  been  adopted,  in  the  event  of  the 
war  which  is  now  upon  us,  millions  of  dollars  might  have  been 
saved  from  expenditures  in  feeding  and  drilling  recruits;  and 
still  more,  saved  the  lamentable  demoralization  resulting  from 
such  delay.  Delays  are  worse  than  dangerous  when  a  formidable 
enemy  is  at  the  very  gate  of  our  national  capital. 
With  high  regards,  &c., 

E.  W.  LEWIS, 

Inspector  IGth  Brigade  JV.  Y.  S.  M. 
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STATE  OF  NEW  YOBJL         } 

Ovticz  of  TfiB  Brigade  Isbpiotob  ok  tui:  19m  1  EtiQAi  B  N".  Y.  S.  M.   / 

Gilbertsville,  Otseco  Co.,  KoVi     \  T  I  ■''  .   L86L  J 

To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

In  compliance  with  my  duties  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  my 
annual  inspection  return  for  this  brigade.  The  41st  regiment, 
commanded  by  Col.  Chester  Card,  and  the  4 2d,  commanded  by 
Col.  James  Whitford,  were  ordered  to  parade  at  Norwich,  Che- 
nango county,  on  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  of  October,  for  military 
drill,  review  and  inspection.  The  weather  was  fine  for  the  whole 
time,  and  considering  the  number  absent  in  the  war  the  parade 
was  highly  interesting  and  creditable.  Two  entire  companies 
were  absent,  besides  many  from  all  the  companies,  and  but  for 
the  volunteer  services  of  some  four  companies  of  home  guar 
who  were  invited  out  on  the  occasion,  the  attendance  would  have 
been  slim  indeed.  I  am  happy  to  say  the  prospect  is,  these 
"Home  Guard"  companies' will  attach  themselves  to  regiments 
of  this  brigade  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit.  The  great 
impediment  in  the  way  seems  to  be  the  requirements  of  General 
Regulations  as  to  dress.  I  regard  the  regulations  in  this  respect 
decidedly  unfortunate,  and  too  extremely  "old  fogy"  for  Yankee 
enterprise  and  spirit.  The  cheap,  yet  in  all  respects  neat  and 
beautiful  dress  of  some  of  the  companies  that  have  sprung  up,  as 
it  were,  in  a  moment,  and  from  necessity,  are  in  my  view  pre-emi- 
nently calculated  to  inspire  military  enthusiasm  in  the  masses, 
and  I  am  satisfied  the  sameness  required  by  our  State  Regula- 
tions has  resulted  in  great  injury  to  our  military  system.  I  w  >uld 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Regulations  in  this  respect  b-'  ;^ 
modified  as  to  allow  all  military  companies  to  select  such  drcs3 
as  shall  best  suit  their  tastes. 

The  review  by  Brig.  Gen.  Thos.  F.  Petrie  and  staff  came  olT  on 
the  3d  inst.,  and  that  of  Major  Gen.  Samuel  S.  Burnside  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  after  which  the  inspection  was  made. 
I  have  to  report  division,  brigade  and  regimental  officers  all  fully 
armed,  uniformed  and  equipped,  and  the  rank  and  file  as  p~r 
return  slightly  deficient. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  here  expressing  my  regret  that  the  Gov- 
ernment  (in  this  its  hour  of  -Teat  peril)  has  not  call  i   its 

service  our  distinguished  General,  Thos.   P.  Petrie,  as  a  colonel 
of  some  regiment. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  countrv  needs  his  services,  and  I  doubt 
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not  that  if  the  Commander-in-chief  knew  of  his  high  military 

attainments,  good  morals  and  other  qualities  i  ntial  in  a  com- 
manding officer,  he  would  not  be  slow  in  calling  him  to  some 
raore  responsible  position 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  I,.  GILBERT, 
Major  and  Inspector  of  the  l^th  Brigade. 
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